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QS World University Rankings: Asia 2027
Hong Kong SAR dominates Asia’s top 10
The University of Hong Kong retains Asia’s top spot, while City University of Hong Kong leads the region in three indicators. Hong Kong SAR claims five top-10 places for a second consecutive year, more than any other higher education system, and secures three top-five places for the first time in over a decade. Five universities achieve record ranks and two reach decade highs, with all 11 ranked institutions in Asia’s top 500 for the first time.
London, 3 November 2026: International higher education experts QS Quacquarelli Symonds has today released the 2027 edition of the QS World University Rankings: Asia*. Evaluating more than 1,700 universities across 26 higher education systems, the rankings place more Hong Kong SAR universities in the top 10 than those of any other system: five, ahead of Mainland China (three) and Singapore (two). The University of Hong Kong ranks first in the region for a second consecutive year, with Peking University unchanged in second and Tsinghua University climbing six places to third.
*The link will be updated with the 2027 results once the embargo is lifted.
City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK) climbs three places to fourth and The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) rises two places to fifth, giving Hong Kong SAR three of Asia’s top five universities for the first time in more than a decade. The Hong Kong Polytechnic University moves up to joint ninth, alongside The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology.
	Table 1: Asia - Top 20

	2027 Rank 
	2026 Rank 
	WUR Rank 
	Institution 
	Location 

	1 
	1 
	11 
	The University of Hong Kong 
	Hong Kong SAR, China 

	2 
	2 
	13 
	Peking University 
	China (Mainland) 

	3 
	9 
	14 
	Tsinghua University 
	China (Mainland) 

	4 
	7 
	52 
	City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK) 
	Hong Kong SAR, China 

	5 
	7 
	18 
	The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) 
	Hong Kong SAR, China 

	=6
	5 
	26 
	Fudan University 
	China (Mainland) 

	=6
	3 
	10 
	National University of Singapore (NUS) 
	Singapore 

	8 
	3 
	12 
	Nanyang Technological University, Singapore (NTU Singapore) 
	Singapore 

	=9
	10 
	50 
	The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 
	Hong Kong SAR, China 

	=9
	6 
	33 
	The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology 
	Hong Kong SAR, China 

	11 
	11 
	42 
	Yonsei University 
	Republic of Korea 

	12 
	12 
	52 
	Korea University 
	Republic of Korea 

	13 
	13 
	36 
	Shanghai Jiao Tong University 
	China (Mainland) 

	14 
	14 
	47 
	Zhejiang University 
	China (Mainland) 

	=15
	Re-entry
	65 
	KAIST 
	Republic of Korea 

	=15
	16 
	108 
	Sungkyunkwan University (SKKU) 
	Republic of Korea 

	16 
	17 
	38 
	Seoul National University 
	Republic of Korea 

	=17
	19 
	90 
	Nanjing University 
	China (Mainland) 

	=17
	15 
	56 
	Universiti Malaya (UM) 
	Malaysia 

	19 
	20 
	155 
	Hanyang University 
	Republic of Korea 

	=20
	24 
	130 
	Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM) 
	Malaysia 

	=20
	21 
	134 
	University of Science and Technology of China 
	China (Mainland) 
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Hong Kong SAR’s success extends well beyond its leading institutions. In a larger, more competitive edition in which most established Asian systems see more universities fall than rise, eight of Hong Kong SAR’s 11 ranked universities climb, one holds steady and two decline. Its 73% rise rate is exceeded only by Tajikistan and Macao SAR (both 100%), and among systems with five or more ranked universities, Hong Kong SAR is the most improved, with a net improvement rate of 55%.
Five institutions achieve record highs: CityUHK, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, The Education University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong Metropolitan University and The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong. CUHK and Hong Kong Baptist University rise to their highest positions in more than a decade. Some of the biggest climbs come from across the wider sector: Hong Kong Metropolitan University rises 56 places to 337th, The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong climbs 50 places to 464th, Lingnan University rises 36 places to 145th and The Education University of Hong Kong advances 30 places to 122nd.
With The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong now at 464th, all 11 Hong Kong SAR entries feature among Asia’s top 500 for the first time. Macao SAR is the only other higher education system with all its entries in the top 500. The University of Hong Kong strengthens its position at the top, with improvements in areas including Employer Reputation, International Research Network and Papers per Faculty. With an average overall score of 74.9, Hong Kong SAR ranks second in Asia; only Singapore has a higher average score, at 75.2.
QS Senior Vice President Ben Sowter said: “Hong Kong SAR continues to set the benchmark for university performance in Asia. The University of Hong Kong leads the region for a second consecutive year, and having five Hong Kong institutions in the top 10, more than any other higher education system, is an exceptional achievement. What is particularly encouraging is that the progress extends across the wider sector, with eight of the 11 ranked universities rising this year.
“Increasing international engagement and growing recognition among academics and employers reinforce Hong Kong’s regional strength, at a time when competition for students, researchers and academic talent is intensifying across Asia. These results underline Hong Kong SAR’s standing as an international education hub. Investment in infrastructure, including the Northern Metropolis development, offers further opportunities to expand capacity, strengthen collaboration and support future growth.”
	Table 2: Hong Kong SAR entries

	2027
	2026
	Institution 

	1
	1
	The University of Hong Kong 

	4
	7
	City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK) 

	5
	7
	The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) 

	=9
	10
	The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 

	=9
	6
	The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology 

	50
	53
	Hong Kong Baptist University 

	122
	152
	The Education University of Hong Kong 

	145
	181
	Lingnan University, Hong Kong 

	337
	393
	Hong Kong Metropolitan University 

	366
	360
	Hong Kong Shue Yan University 

	464
	514
	The Hang Seng University of Hong Kong



The QS World University Rankings: Asia 2027 features more than 1,700 universities from 26 higher education systems, with 195 entrants joining the rankings this year. While 16 systems have more ranked universities than Hong Kong SAR, only Singapore outperforms it on average overall score. Among Asian higher education systems with previously ranked universities, six have seen an overall improvement: Macao SAR, Tajikistan, Hong Kong SAR, Singapore, Uzbekistan and Mainland China.
	Table 3: Top systems by total ranked universities

	HE System
	Total
	Up
	Same
	Down
	Change
	New 
	Top 50 
	Top 100 
	Top 500 
	Top university

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Name
	Rank

	China (Mainland)
	448
	45%
	15%
	40%
	5%
	53
	14
	28
	121
	Peking University
	2

	India
	325
	17%
	12%
	71%
	-54%
	34
	 
	6
	66
	Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IITD)
	66

	Japan
	153
	7%
	8%
	85%
	-78%
	8
	8
	12
	43
	The University of Tokyo
	27

	Indonesia
	116
	21%
	9%
	70%
	-49%
	22
	 
	5
	20
	Gadjah Mada University
	53

	South Korea
	108
	35%
	9%
	56%
	-21%
	5
	8
	14
	46
	Yonsei University
	11

	Pakistan
	90
	24%
	10%
	66%
	-42%
	7
	 
	1
	28
	NUST Islamabad
	76

	Taiwan
	59
	21%
	9%
	70%
	-49%
	2
	4
	7
	31
	National Taiwan University (NTU)
	23

	Malaysia
	55
	41%
	8%
	51%
	-10%
	6
	8
	11
	35
	Universiti Malaya (UM)
	17

	Bangladesh
	52
	26%
	15%
	59%
	-33%
	6
	 
	 
	14
	University of Dhaka
	136

	Kazakhstan
	51
	32%
	14%
	55%
	-23%
	7
	1
	3
	19
	Farabi University
	46

	//
	//
	//
	//
	//
	//
	//
	//
	//
	//
	//
	//

	Hong Kong SAR
	11
	73%
	9%
	18%
	55%
	0
	6
	6
	11
	The University of Hong Kong
	1



The rankings are determined by an institution’s scores across 11 key indicators, tailored to reflect the nuances of the region and differentiate it from the QS World University Rankings. Hong Kong SAR continues to lead Asia on average in Academic Reputation and Papers per Faculty, while only Singapore has a better average score for Citations per Paper. Research is a clear strength: Hong Kong SAR universities average 90.0 for Citations per Paper, against a regional average of 35.2, and 64.4 for Papers per Faculty, against 29.7. Ten of the 11 entries improve in Papers per Faculty.
Reputation is another area of continued improvement. All but one Hong Kong SAR entry rises or holds its position in Academic Reputation, including The University of Hong Kong, which holds at seventh in Asia. Nine of the 11 entries rise in Employer Reputation, with five in the regional top 100, and Hong Kong SAR’s average score of 67.6 is well above the regional average of 24.8.
CityUHK stands out across several indicators, ranking first in Asia for International Faculty and Outbound Exchange Students and joint first for Staff with PhD. It is also 13th for Citations per Paper, one of seven Hong Kong SAR universities in the regional top 50 for that indicator. The University of Hong Kong ranks 14th for International Research Network, an indicator in which seven of the 11 Hong Kong SAR entries improve.
The table below shows year-on-year performance for Hong Kong SAR in each of QS’ indicators.
	Table 4: Hong Kong SAR - Indicator breakdown

	Indicator
	Weight
	Year-on-year movement
	Avg indicator score
	Top University

	
	
	Down
	Same
	Up
	Regional
	Domestic
	Name
	Indicator rank
	Overall rank

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Academic Reputation
	30%
	9%
	18%
	73%
	22.3
	70
	The University of Hong Kong
	7
	1
	

	Employer Reputation
	20%
	18%
	0%
	82%
	24.8
	67.6
	The University of Hong Kong
	24
	1
	

	Faculty Student Ratio
	10%
	64%
	0%
	36%
	34.6
	68.7
	City University of Hong Kong 
	36
	4
	

	Citations per Paper
	10%
	55%
	18%
	27%
	35.2
	90
	City University of Hong Kong
	13
	4
	

	Papers per Faculty
	5%
	0%
	9%
	91%
	29.7
	64.4
	City University of Hong Kong 
	42
	4
	

	Staff with PhD
	5%
	64%
	0%
	36%
	56.1
	87.1
	City University of Hong Kong 
	1
	4
	

	International Research Network
	10%
	36%
	0%
	64%
	44.4
	74.2
	The University of Hong Kong
	14
	1
	

	International Faculty
	2.50%
	64%
	27%
	9%
	33.3
	96.2
	City University of Hong Kong
	1
	4
	

	International Students
	2.50%
	64%
	9%
	27%
	29.3
	98.5
	City University of Hong Kong
	5
	4
	

	Inbound Exchange Students
	2.50%
	45%
	0%
	55%
	20.4
	81.8
	City University of Hong Kong
	3
	4
	

	Outbound Exchange Students
	2.50%
	55%
	9%
	36%
	22.5
	82.9
	City University of Hong Kong
	1
	4
	



Internationalisation remains a defining advantage. Hong Kong SAR universities score 98.5 on average for International Students, against a regional average of 29.3, and 96.2 for International Faculty, against 33.3. They also comfortably exceed the regional average for both inbound and outbound student exchange. In International Faculty, Hong Kong SAR is home to five of Asia’s top 10 institutions; Macao SAR has the next highest number, with three.
However, International Faculty and International Students are also the two areas where a majority of Hong Kong SAR entries drop, with seven of the 11 declining in each. Hong Kong SAR remains among Asia’s leaders on both measures: only Singapore and Macao SAR outperform it on average in International Students, and it ranks fourth on average in International Faculty. The shifts among its institutions in 2027 nonetheless suggest that regional peers are gaining on the lead Hong Kong SAR has historically held, as competition for international students and academic talent grows.
	Table 5: Hong Kong SAR institutions in the top 50 per indicator, QS World University Rankings: Asia 2027

	Indicator
	Weight
	Institution
	Rank

	Academic Reputation
	
30%

	The University of Hong Kong
	7

	
	
	The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK)
	11

	
	
	The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
	16

	
	
	The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
	22

	
	
	City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK)
	23

	Employer Reputation
	20%
	The University of Hong Kong
	24

	
	
	The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
	40

	
	
	The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK)
	41

	Faculty Student Ratio
	10%
	City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK)
	36

	Citations per Paper
	10%
	City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK)
	13

	
	
	The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
	21

	
	
	The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK)
	24

	
	
	The Education University of Hong Kong
	25

	
	
	The University of Hong Kong
	26

	
	
	The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
	29

	
	
	Hong Kong Baptist University
	45

	Papers per Faculty
	5%
	City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK)

	42

	Staff with PhD
	5%
	City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK)
	1

	
	
	The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
	38

	International Research Network
	10%
	The University of Hong Kong
	14

	
	
	The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
	40

	International Faculty
	2.50%
	City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK)
	1

	
	
	The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
	3

	
	
	The University of Hong Kong
	8

	
	
	Lingnan University, Hong Kong
	9

	
	
	The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
	10

	
	
	The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK)
	16

	
	
	Hong Kong Baptist University
	21

	
	
	The Education University of Hong Kong
	23

	
	
	Hong Kong Shue Yan University
	39

	
	
	Hong Kong Metropolitan University
	48

	International Students
	2.50%
	City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK)
	5

	
	
	Hong Kong Baptist University
	12

	
	
	The University of Hong Kong
	16

	
	
	The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
	24

	
	
	Lingnan University, Hong Kong
	26

	
	
	The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
	27

	
	
	The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK)
	31

	
	
	Hong Kong Metropolitan University
	38

	
	
	The Education University of Hong Kong
	45

	Inbound Exchange Students
	2.50%
	City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK)
	3

	
	
	The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK)
	12

	
	
	The University of Hong Kong
	16

	
	
	Lingnan University, Hong Kong
	18

	
	
	The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
	24

	
	
	Hong Kong Baptist University
	38

	Outbound Exchange Students
	2.50%
	City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK)
	1

	
	
	The University of Hong Kong
	3

	
	
	The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
	20

	
	
	Lingnan University, Hong Kong
	21

	
	
	Hong Kong Baptist University
	30



For Faculty Student Ratio, Hong Kong SAR has one entry in the regional top 50, CityUHK at 36th, while seven of its 11 entries decline. Similarly, while CityUHK is the standout performer in Staff with PhD, seven entries also drop in that indicator.
Across the region, there are no new entries in the top 10. KAIST returns to the rankings in 15th place, and two universities break into the top 20: Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM), which climbs to 20th, its highest-ever position, and the University of Science and Technology of China, which rises to 20th from 21st. The Maldives ranks for the first time, adding two entries: The Maldives National University and Villa College.
· China leads Asia for both top-20 universities and new entrants. Strong reputation, research and teaching resources underpin its performance, with Tsinghua returning to the top three and multiple universities achieving record ranks.
· Japan records one of Asia’s highest drop rates. Despite this, the University of Tokyo remains the region’s leading university among academics and employers, while Employer Reputation continues to distinguish Japan’s top institutions.
· Despite wider declines, South Korea’s leading universities continue to strengthen. Seoul National University, Sungkyunkwan University and Hanyang University all rise, while the country remains second only to China for top-20 representation.
· Hong Kong SAR is among this year’s standout performers, recording the strongest improvement rate among established systems. It claims more top-10 universities than any other higher education system, with multiple institutions reaching record-high positions.
· Singapore remains one of Asia’s strongest higher education systems, though NUS and NTU fall out of the top five. Elsewhere, progress is broad-based, with two more universities breaking into the top 100.
· Malaysia combines broad progress with strong internationalisation. Sixteen universities achieve record ranks, while Malaysian institutions rank among Asia’s leaders for international students, research collaboration and student exchange.
· Central Asia continues to expand, led by Kazakhstan, which claims all of the region’s top-100 positions. Uzbekistan is among the fastest-growing systems, while Kyrgyzstan records one of Asia’s steepest declines.
The table below shows the top-performing university in each of QS’ indicators.
	Table 6: Regional leaders by indicator

	Indicator
	Weight
	Regional Leader
	HE System
	Overall Rank

	Academic Reputation
	30%
	The University of Tokyo
	Japan
	27

	Employer Reputation
	20%
	The University of Tokyo
	Japan
	27

	Faculty Student Ratio
	10%
	Shanghai University of Traditional Chinese Medicine; Shahed University (tied)
	China (Mainland); Iran
	561; 1101-1200

	Citations per Paper
	10%
	Asian University for Women
	Bangladesh
	851-900

	Papers per Faculty
	5%
	Indian Institute of Science (IISc) Bangalore
	India
	79

	Staff with PhD
	5%
	29 universities are tied in first place
	//
	//

	International Research Network
	10%
	Islamic Azad University
	Iran
	711-720

	International Faculty
	2.50%
	City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK)
	Hong Kong SAR
	4

	International Students
	2.50%
	Al-Madinah International University
	Malaysia
	851-900

	Inbound Exchange Students
	2.50%
	MILA University
	Malaysia
	390

	Outbound Exchange Students
	2.50%
	City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK)
	Hong Kong SAR
	4



Ben Sowter added: “This year’s rankings, spanning more than 1,700 universities across 26 higher education systems, provide an important benchmark for a region that continues to shape the future of global higher education. They show institutions combining research excellence, international engagement and academic reputation continuing to strengthen their positions, even as competition intensifies across Asia’s increasingly diverse and rapidly expanding university landscape.”
The full results are available at TopUniversities.com, along with the full methodology.
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Notes to editors
About QS Quacquarelli Symonds
QS Quacquarelli Symonds is the world’s leading provider of services, analytics and insight to the global higher education sector. Its mission is to enable motivated people anywhere in the world to fulfil their potential through educational achievement, international mobility and career development. The QS World University Rankings portfolio, inaugurated in 2004, is the world’s most consulted source of comparative data on university performance. QS’ flagship website, TopUniversities.com, attracted over 170 million visits in 2025, while over 135,000 articles mentioning QS were published by media outlets worldwide in the same year.
