INFORMATION UNDER EMBARGO UNTIL 3RD NOVEMBER AT 12:00 PM GMT
QS World University Rankings: Asia 2027
Hong Kong SAR excels as The University of Hong Kong leads, China's rise continues and India and Singapore face pressure
#QSWUR
The QS Asia Rankings assess 1,722 universities across 26 higher education systems, highlighting a region playing an increasingly influential role in global higher education. Strong performances in research, international engagement and academic reputation reflect Asia’s growing ability to attract talent and collaboration. Progress, however, remains uneven, with some systems firmly established among global leaders while others remain emergent. As competition for talent intensifies, the results highlight significant opportunities for institutions across Asia to strengthen their global standing.
London, 3rd November 2026: International higher education experts QS Quacquarelli Symonds has today released the 2027 edition of the  QS World University Rankings: Asia*.  *The link will be updated with the latest results when the embargo lifts.
The results see The University of Hong Kong retain the top spot for a second year while Peking University stays second. Tsinghua University climbs from ninth to third in this edition, giving China two universities in the top three for the first time since 2023. Last year’s joint third place entries, National University of Singapore (NUS) and Nanyang Technological University, Singapore (NTU Singapore) drop to sixth and eighth respectively. Two Hong Kong universities break into the top five, with City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK) and The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) placing fourth and fifth.
Hong Kong SAR is the most represented higher education system in the top 10, with five universities. While there are no new entries in the top 10, two universities break into the top 20: Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM), which climbs to 20th, a record high, and the University of Science and Technology of China, which rises to 20th from 21st.
	Table 1: Asia - Top 20

	2027 Rank
	2026 Rank
	WUR Rank
	Institution
	Location

	1
	1
	11
	The University of Hong Kong
	Hong Kong SAR, China

	2
	2
	13
	Peking University
	China (Mainland)

	3
	9
	14
	Tsinghua University
	China (Mainland)

	4
	7
	52
	City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK)
	Hong Kong SAR, China

	5
	7
	18
	The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK)
	Hong Kong SAR, China

	6
	5
	26
	Fudan University
	China (Mainland)

	6
	3
	10
	National University of Singapore (NUS)
	Singapore

	8
	3
	12
	Nanyang Technological University, Singapore (NTU Singapore)
	Singapore

	9
	10
	50
	The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
	Hong Kong SAR, China

	9
	6
	33
	The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
	Hong Kong SAR, China

	11
	11
	42
	Yonsei University
	Republic of Korea

	12
	12
	52
	Korea University
	Republic of Korea

	13
	13
	36
	Shanghai Jiao Tong University
	China (Mainland)

	14
	14
	47
	Zhejiang University
	China (Mainland)

	15
	 //
	65
	KAIST
	Republic of Korea

	15
	16
	108
	Sungkyunkwan University (SKKU)
	Republic of Korea

	16
	17
	38
	Seoul National University
	Republic of Korea

	17
	19
	90
	Nanjing University
	China (Mainland)

	17
	15
	56
	Universiti Malaya (UM)
	Malaysia

	19
	20
	155
	Hanyang University
	Republic of Korea

	20
	24
	130
	Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM)
	Malaysia

	20
	21
	134
	University of Science and Technology of China
	China (Mainland)



The QS World University Rankings: Asia 2027 features 1722 universities from 26 higher education systems, with 195 entrants joining the rankings this year. Mainland China is the most represented system and the most expanded, adding 53 universities to bring its total to 448. It is followed by India, with 325 and Japan with 153. 
Among higher education systems with previously ranked universities, six have seen an overall improvement; Macao SAR, Tajikistan, Hong Kong SAR, Singapore, Uzbekistan and Mainland China. Hong Kong is the most improved higher education system among those with five or more ranked universities, with eight climbing and two dropping, giving it a 55% net improvement rate.
Maldives ranks for the first time, adding two entries: The Maldives National University and Villa College. 
	Table 2: Top systems by total ranked universities

	HE System
	Total
	Up
	Same
	Down
	Change
	New 
	Top 50 
	Top 100 
	Top 500 
	Top university

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Name
	Rank

	China (Mainland)
	448
	45%
	15%
	40%
	5%
	53
	14
	28
	121
	Peking University
	2

	India
	325
	18%
	11%
	71%
	-54%
	34
	 
	6
	67
	Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IITD)
	66

	Japan
	153
	7%
	8%
	85%
	-78%
	8
	8
	12
	43
	The University of Tokyo
	27

	Indonesia
	116
	21%
	9%
	70%
	-49%
	22
	 
	5
	20
	Gadjah Mada University
	53

	South Korea
	108
	35%
	9%
	56%
	-21%
	5
	8
	14
	46
	Yonsei University
	11

	Pakistan
	90
	24%
	10%
	66%
	-42%
	7
	 
	1
	28
	NUST Islamabad
	76

	Taiwan
	59
	21%
	9%
	70%
	-49%
	2
	4
	7
	31
	National Taiwan University (NTU)
	23

	Malaysia
	55
	41%
	8%
	51%
	-10%
	6
	8
	11
	35
	Universiti Malaya (UM)
	17

	Bangladesh
	52
	26%
	15%
	59%
	-33%
	6
	 
	 
	14
	University of Dhaka
	136

	Kazakhstan
	51
	32%
	14%
	55%
	-23%
	7
	1
	3
	19
	Farabi University
	46



The QS Asia Rankings are determined by an institution’s scores across 11 key indicators which have been tailored to reflect the nuances of the region and differentiate it from the QS World University Rankings. The below table shows the top-performing university in each of QS’ indicators. Detailed methodological information can be found here.
	Table 3: Regional leaders by indicator

	Indicator
	Weight
	Regional Leader
	HE System
	Overall Rank

	Academic Reputation
	30%
	The University of Tokyo
	Japan
	27

	Employer Reputation
	20%
	The University of Tokyo
	Japan
	27

	Faculty Student Ratio
	10%
	Shanghai University of Traditional Chinese Medicine; Shahed University (tied)
	Mainland China; Iran
	561; 1101-1200

	Citations per Paper
	10%
	Asian University for Women
	Bangladesh
	851-900

	Papers per Faculty
	5%
	Indian Institute of Science (IISc) Bangalore
	India
	79

	Staff with PhD
	5%
	29 universities tied in first place
	//
	//

	International Research Network
	10%
	Islamic Azad University
	Iran
	711-720

	International Faculty
	2.50%
	City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK)
	Hong Kong SAR
	4

	International Students
	2.50%
	Al-Madinah International University
	Malaysia
	851-900

	Inbound Exchange Students
	2.50%
	MILA University
	Malaysia
	390

	Outbound Exchange Students
	2.50%
	City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK)
	Hong Kong SAR
	4



QS Senior Vice President Ben Sowter said: “This year's rankings, spanning more than 1,700 universities across 26 higher education systems, provide an important benchmark for a region that continues to shape the future of global higher education. They show institutions combining research excellence, international engagement and academic reputation continuing to strengthen their positions, even as competition intensifies across Asia's increasingly diverse and rapidly expanding university landscape.
“The University of Hong Kong retains the top spot for a second year, while Mainland China’s rise sees two of its universities place in the top three for the first time since 2023 and seven institutions in the top 20, more than any other system. Hong Kong SAR continues to establish itself as one of the region's pre-eminent higher education systems, placing five universities in the top 10 and recording the highest net improvement rate among systems with five or more ranked universities. Singapore's leading universities remain among Asia's elite, though both NUS and NTU Singapore slip from the top five amid heightened regional competition.”
“Elsewhere, several systems reach new highs. Malaysia records a series of landmark performances, with Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia achieving its highest ever rank and Sunway University entering the top 50 for the first time. South Korea reinforces its strength at the top end of the table with six universities in the top 20, while Central Asia continues its expansion as Uzbekistan expands its representation while Kazakhstan’s Farabi University retains its position as the subregion's leading institution.”
Asia: Overview
China
Mainland China has more top 20 ranked universities than any other higher education system in Asia and has added more entrants than any other system. With three universities in the top 10 in both Employer and Academic Reputation its universities are among the most renowned in Asia. China remains one of the most productive research hubs, with three universities in the top 10 in Papers per Faculty, including Harbin Institute of Technology which climbs to fourth. Similarly, Faculty per Student Ratio, QS’ measure of class size and teaching resources marks another strength. Four universities are in the top 10 in this indicator, including two in the top five, Shanghai University of Traditional Chinese Medicine and Ningxia Medical University in first and fourth respectively. Student exchange indicators, Staff with a PhD, and International Faculty and Student Ratios represent a challenge for China’s universities. Tsinghua University breaks into the top three for the first time since the 2023 edition. Among China’s top 100 ranked universities, 12 achieve record ranks, including two in the top 20, Nanjing University and University of Science and Technology of China. 
India
India experiences broad drops among its premier universities, particularly its suite of Institutes of Technology. All six of its highest ranked universities drop down the table while University of Delhi drops out of the top 100. Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IITD) remains the country’s highest ranked university, placing 66th. Chandigarh University (Punjab) achieves a record rank of 104th, following significant gains in research indicators. India is Asia’s most productive research hub, performing excellently in QS’ measure of research output, Papers per Faculty, in which five Indian universities place in the top 10, more than any other higher education system, including two in the top five, with Indian Institute of Science (IISc) Bangalore placing first in this indicator, followed by Indian Institute of Technology Madras (IITM) in third. This research output is supported by the region’s largest proportion of doctoral trained staff, with a whopping 15 Indian universities achieving a perfect score of 100 for Staff with a PhD. 
Japan
Japan experiences one of the largest net drop rates among higher education systems with 10 or more ranked universities, second only to Iran. The University of Tokyo remains Asia’s most well-regarded university among both academics and employers alike while Kyoto University also performs excellently in this indicator, placing sixth in Academic Reputation and fourth in Employer Reputation. Employer Reputation marks a strength for Japan, with three universities among the region’s top 10 in this indicator, including the University of Tokyo in first, Kyoto University in fourth and Waseda University in eighth. Only China has as many top 10 ranked universities in this indicator.
South Korea
While most of South Korea’s universities drop down the table, its highest ranked universities perform excellently, with Sungkyunkwan University (SKKU), Seoul National University, and Hanyang University each climbing one position, reinforcing their top 20 positions. Among South Korea’s 13 previously ranked top 100 universities eight have climbed year-on-year while only two have dropped. South Korea is also home to six universities in the regional top 20, behind only China which has seven. Notably, the most improved university in Asia among unbanded entries is Inje University, which rises 337 places to 366th.
Hong Kong SAR
Hong Kong SAR is one of the standout performances of this year’s rankings. It is the most improved system among those with five or more ranked universities with a 55% net improvement rate year-on-year. Meanwhile, it has more top 10 ranked universities than any other higher education system. Five of Hong Kong’s universities achieve their highest ever ranks, including two in the top 10; The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) and The Hong Kong Polytechnic University. City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK) is tied for its record rank of fifth, last achieved in 2012. Hong Kong Baptist University breaks into the top 50. Hong Kong has improved overall in several indicators, most prominently in research output, measured by Papers per Faculty in which 10 of its universities climb the table. International Faculty Ratio and Outbound Exchange Students represent strengths for Hong Kong, with two universities among the top five in each indicator. City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK) and The University of Hong Kong come first and third for Outbound Exchange while City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK) and The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology come first and third in International Faculty.	Comment by William Barbieri: Double check with DT
Singapore  
Singapore has long dominated the top end of the Asia rankings, enjoying the region’s highest concentration of top tier universities, reflecting its small but exceptional higher education sector. This year Singapore’s grip on this elite group stutters slightly as its two premier universities NUS and NTU Singapore, previously ranked joint-third, drop out of the top five to place sixth and eighth respectively. This is driven mainly by drops in research indicators, primarily Papers per Faculty and Staff with a PhD, though both remain among the top 10 for Academic Reputation. Singapore does see success elsewhere, however, with three universities climbing the table, including Singapore University of Technology and Design and Singapore Management University which soar into the top 100, rising an impressive 81 and 32 positions respectively to place 88th and 90th.
Indonesia
Indonesia has added 22 universities to the rankings this year, though 70% of its previously ranked universities drop. Indonesia’s highest ranked institution, Gadjah Mada University climbs two positions to 53rd while five Indonesian universities place in the top 100. It has seen major drops in research indicators, including Citations per Paper, in which 98% of its universities drop, Papers per Faculty, in which 78% drop and Staff with a PhD, down 93%. Indonesia’s highest ranks come in Student Exchange indicators, with Universitas Andalas placing eighth for Outbound Exchange Students and fifth for Inbound Exchange while Bina Nusantara University (BINUS) comes 19th in Outbound Exchange.
Malaysia
Universiti Malaya (UM) remains Malaysia’s highest ranked university, placing 17th, down from 15th last year, though it remains the system’s best-regarded university among international academics and employers. Sixteen Malaysian universities achieve record ranks in this edition, behind only China and India in this measure. These include three in the top 50: Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM) climbs to 20th, Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) to 27th, and Sunway University, which breaks into the top 50 for the first time, placing 47th. Internationalisation indicators mark a major strength for Malaysia’s universities. Six place in the top 10 in International Student Ratio, including two in the top five, Al-Madinah International University in first and Kuala Lumpur University of Science and Technology in fourth. Three are in the top 10 for International Research Network, including second place, Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM). Five are in the top 10 for Inbound Exchange Students, including MILA University in first and INTI International University in fourth.
Central Asia
Ninety-nine central Asian universities are featured in the rankings from four countries, including Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. 
Kazakhstan leads the subregion, claiming all of its top 100 positions, including highest ranked Farabi University, which places 46th. It is followed by L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University (ENU) and Satbayev University in 62nd and 89th. Kazakhstan claims Central Asia’s only top 20 indicator ranks, with Al Farabi placing 12th in Outbound Exchange, followed by NLC «Buketov Karaganda National Research University» in 18th, while Farabi University also places 12th in Faculty per Student Ratio.
Uzbekistan sees a 17% net improvement, with 57% of institutions improving and 39% declining.  It is also among the most expanded higher education systems in this edition, adding 15 universities. Its highest ranked university is Tashkent Institute of Irrigation and Agricultural Mechanization Engineers - National Research University (TIIAME-NRU) in 113th.
Kyrgyzstan experiences one of Asia’s sharpest net drop rates, with all six of its previously ranked universities dropping down the table. Its top indicator performance is achieved by Kyrgyz Russian Slavic University, which places 33rd in Faculty Student Ratio while its strongest indicator is International Student Ratio in which three Kyrgyz universities are in the top 50.
The full QS World University Rankings: Asia 2027 will be published when the embargo lifts and will be available at https://www.topuniversities.com/asia-university-rankings
 -Ends-
For further information or to request interviews with QS’ analysts, please contact:

Simona Bizzozero    
Director of Communications, QS    
simona@qs.com |  +44 (0) 7880 620856 | LinkedIn  

Will Barbieri     
Communications Specialist, QS
William.barbieri@qs.com

Notes for Editors
QS Quacquarelli Symonds is the world’s leading provider of services, analytics, and insight to the global higher education sector, whose mission is to empower motivated people anywhere in the world to fulfil their potential through educational achievement, international mobility, and career development.
The QS World University Rankings portfolio, inaugurated in 2004, is the world’s most popular source of comparative data about university performance.
Appendix
	Table 4: Asia - Top 50

	2027 Rank
	2026 Rank
	WUR Rank
	Institution
	Location

	1
	1
	11
	The University of Hong Kong
	Hong Kong SAR, China

	2
	2
	13
	Peking University
	China (Mainland)

	3
	9
	14
	Tsinghua University
	China (Mainland)

	4
	7
	52
	City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK)
	Hong Kong SAR, China

	5
	7
	18
	The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK)
	Hong Kong SAR, China

	6
	5
	26
	Fudan University
	China (Mainland)

	6
	3
	10
	National University of Singapore (NUS)
	Singapore

	8
	3
	12
	Nanyang Technological University, Singapore (NTU Singapore)
	Singapore

	9
	6
	33
	The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
	Hong Kong SAR, China

	9
	10
	50
	The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
	Hong Kong SAR, China

	11
	11
	42
	Yonsei University
	Republic of Korea

	12
	12
	52
	Korea University
	Republic of Korea

	13
	13
	36
	Shanghai Jiao Tong University
	China (Mainland)

	14
	14
	47
	Zhejiang University
	China (Mainland)

	15
	16
	108
	Sungkyunkwan University (SKKU)
	Republic of Korea

	15
	 
	65
	KAIST
	Republic of Korea

	16
	17
	38
	Seoul National University
	Republic of Korea

	17
	15
	56
	Universiti Malaya (UM)
	Malaysia

	17
	19
	90
	Nanjing University
	China (Mainland)

	19
	20
	155
	Hanyang University
	Republic of Korea

	20
	24
	130
	Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM)
	Malaysia

	20
	21
	134
	University of Science and Technology of China
	China (Mainland)

	22
	18
	106
	Pohang University of Science And Technology (POSTECH)
	Republic of Korea

	23
	23
	54
	National Taiwan University (NTU)
	Taiwan

	24
	22
	138
	Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM)
	Malaysia

	25
	25
	158
	Universiti Teknologi Malaysia (UTM)
	Malaysia

	26
	32
	146
	Tongji University
	China (Mainland)

	27
	26
	39
	The University of Tokyo
	Japan

	27
	34
	128
	Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM)
	Malaysia

	29
	31
	165
	Wuhan University
	China (Mainland)

	30
	29
	102
	Tohoku University
	Japan

	31
	28
	64
	Kyoto University
	Japan

	32
	27
	272
	Taylor's University
	Malaysia

	33
	43
	191
	National Cheng Kung University (NCKU)
	Taiwan

	34
	49
	190
	Harbin Institute of Technology
	China (Mainland)

	35
	37
	142
	National Tsing Hua University - NTHU
	Taiwan

	36
	41
	177
	National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University (NYCU Taiwan)
	Taiwan

	36
	30
	282
	UCSI University
	Malaysia

	38
	39
	309
	Kyung Hee University
	Republic of Korea

	39
	35
	171
	Kyushu University
	Japan

	40
	36
	156
	Nagoya University
	Japan

	41
	33
	97
	Institute of Science Tokyo
	Japan

	42
	40
	95
	The University of Osaka
	Japan

	43
	51
	235
	Tianjin University
	China (Mainland)

	44
	48
	237
	Beijing Normal University
	China (Mainland)

	45
	42
	179
	Hokkaido University
	Japan

	46
	38
	177
	Farabi University
	Kazakhstan

	47
	55
	354
	Sunway University
	Malaysia

	48
	49
	258
	Sun Yat-sen University
	China (Mainland)

	49
	45
	243
	Beijing Institute of Technology
	China (Mainland)

	50
	53
	216
	Hong Kong Baptist University
	Hong Kong SAR, China



