INFORMATION UNDER EMBARGO UNTIL 3RD NOVEMBER AT 20:00 TAIWAN TIME
QS World University Rankings: Asia 2027
Taiwan’s leading universities hold firm and climb, with a ten-place rise for National Cheng Kung University
National Taiwan University stays in 23rd place and is ninth in Asia for Academic Reputation. National Cheng Kung University, National Tsing Hua University and National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University all move up. Across the wider system, 70% of Taiwan’s previously ranked universities decline. Births fell to a record low in 2025, and Taiwan’s universities are making slower progress than regional competitors on international faculty and students.
London, 3rd November 2026: Global higher education experts QS Quacquarelli Symonds has today released the 2027 edition of the QS World University Rankings: Asia*. *The link will be updated with the latest results when the embargo lifts. The 18th edition of the rankings sees The University of Hong Kong retain the top spot for a second year while Peking University stays second. Tsinghua University climbs from ninth to third in this edition. Last year’s joint third place entries, National University of Singapore and Nanyang Technological University, Singapore, drop to joint sixth and eighth respectively. Two Hong Kong universities break into the top five, with City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK) and The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) placing fourth and fifth.
	Table 1: Asia – Top 20

	2027 Rank
	2026 Rank
	WUR Rank
	Institution
	Location

	1
	1
	11
	The University of Hong Kong
	Hong Kong SAR, China

	2
	2
	13
	Peking University
	China (Mainland)

	3
	9
	14
	Tsinghua University
	China (Mainland)

	4
	7
	52
	City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK)
	Hong Kong SAR, China

	5
	7
	18
	The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK)
	Hong Kong SAR, China

	6
	5
	26
	Fudan University
	China (Mainland)

	6
	3
	10
	National University of Singapore (NUS)
	Singapore

	8
	3
	12
	Nanyang Technological University, Singapore (NTU Singapore)
	Singapore

	9
	10
	50
	The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
	Hong Kong SAR, China

	9
	6
	33
	The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
	Hong Kong SAR, China

	11
	11
	42
	Yonsei University
	Republic of Korea

	12
	12
	52
	Korea University
	Republic of Korea

	13
	13
	36
	Shanghai Jiao Tong University
	China (Mainland)

	14
	14
	47
	Zhejiang University
	China (Mainland)

	15
	 //
	65
	KAIST
	Republic of Korea

	15
	16
	108
	Sungkyunkwan University (SKKU)
	Republic of Korea

	16
	17
	38
	Seoul National University
	Republic of Korea

	17
	19
	90
	Nanjing University
	China (Mainland)

	17
	15
	56
	Universiti Malaya (UM)
	Malaysia

	19
	20
	155
	Hanyang University
	Republic of Korea

	20
	24
	130
	Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM)
	Malaysia

	20
	21
	134
	University of Science and Technology of China
	China (Mainland)
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Taiwan has 59 universities in this edition, including two new entrants: Ming Chi University of Technology and Chung Shan Medical University (CSMU). National Taiwan University (NTU) is Taiwan’s highest ranked institution, in 23rd place for the second year running.
The biggest gains are near the top. National Cheng Kung University (NCKU) in Tainan rises 10 places to 33rd, the largest gain among Taiwan’s leading universities. National Tsing Hua University (NTHU) climbs to 35th from 37th and National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University (NYCU) to 36th from 41st. Both are in Hsinchu, the centre of Taiwan’s semiconductor industry, which now has two universities in Asia’s top 40. National Taiwan Normal University (NTNU) also rises, to 74th from 80th.
Taiwan has four universities in the top 50 and seven in the top 100. National Taiwan University of Science and Technology (Taiwan Tech) slips to 54th from 46th, and National Taipei University of Technology drops out of the top 100, to 110th from 88th. Thirteen Taiwanese universities are in the top 200, one fewer than last year, and 31 are in the top 500, the same as last year.
	Table 2: Taiwan – Top 20

	Taiwan Rank
	2027 Rank
	2026 Rank
	Institution

	1
	23
	23
	National Taiwan University (NTU)

	2
	33
	43
	National Cheng Kung University (NCKU)

	3
	35
	37
	National Tsing Hua University (NTHU)

	4
	36
	41
	National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University (NYCU)

	5
	54
	46
	National Taiwan University of Science and Technology (Taiwan Tech)

	6
	74
	80
	National Taiwan Normal University (NTNU)

	7
	76
	72
	National Sun Yat-sen University (NSYSU)

	8
	110
	88
	National Taipei University of Technology

	9
	118
	108
	National Central University

	10
	128
	128
	National Chung Hsing University

	11
	134
	132
	National Chengchi University

	12
	157
	131
	Taipei Medical University (TMU)

	13
	200
	186
	China Medical University

	14
	217
	183
	National Chung Cheng University

	15
	235
	235
	Chang Gung University

	16
	247
	236
	Yuan Ze University

	17
	256
	228
	Tunghai University

	18
	263
	253
	Asia University

	19
	281
	243
	Kaohsiung Medical University

	20
	322
	295
	Tamkang University
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National Taiwan University is ninth in Asia for Academic Reputation and 19th for Employer Reputation, Taiwan’s best result on both. It also climbs 21 places to 44th for Inbound Exchange Students and 33 places to 85th for Outbound Exchange. NCKU, NTHU and NYCU all improve their Employer Reputation rank, to 32nd, 35th and 47th.
Research impact holds up better in Taiwan than in some neighbouring systems. Citations per Paper improves at 20 of the 57 Taiwanese universities assessed; in Japan, by comparison, it falls at 134 of 138. Shih Chien University rises 124 places to 19th in Asia on this measure and Tunghai University 43 places to 47th. China Medical University is 15th in Asia for Papers per Faculty and 51st for International Research Network, and National Taipei University of Technology and National Chiayi University are among the institutions tied in first place for Staff with a PhD.
Further down the table, Providence University in Taichung makes Taiwan’s biggest improvement, from 951–1000 to 701–710. Soochow University climbs 55 places to 493rd and National Taipei University 33 places to 349th.
Overall, 21% of Taiwan’s previously ranked universities improve, 9% are unchanged and 70% decline, a net change of –49%. That is better than Japan (–78%) but behind South Korea (–21%) and Malaysia (–10%).
Internationalisation is the weakest area. International Faculty Ratio falls at 47 of the 51 Taiwanese universities assessed, and International Student Ratio at 46 of 51. That is in spite of record numbers: Taiwan enrolled 140,420 international students in 2025/26, 17% more than the year before, and is aiming for 320,000 by 2030. The higher totals are not yet improving Taiwan’s position in QS’ international indicators, and universities elsewhere in the region are moving faster. Reputation results are mixed too. Academic Reputation falls at 43 of 57 universities and Employer Reputation at 44 of 55.
Taiwan’s demographic decline is among the steepest in the region. The Ministry of the Interior recorded 107,812 births in 2025, a record low and 27,044 fewer than in 2024. The crude birth rate fell to 4.62 per 1,000 people, now below South Korea’s. University intake has already dropped from 270,000 first-year students in 2015/16 to 205,000 in 2025/26, and the Ministry of Education expects it to fall to 151,000 by 2041/42. Seventeen private universities and colleges have closed since 2014. The Ministry continues to adjust admission quotas and encourages institutions to reduce enrolment voluntarily.
Taiwan’s leading universities are also working more closely with industry. NTU, NTHU, NYCU, NCKU and NSYSU have each set up a semiconductor research college under the National Key Fields Industry-University Cooperation programme, to train specialists for Taiwan’s chip industry.
	Table 3: Taiwan and its regional peers

	HE system
	Total
	Up
	Down
	Net change
	Top 20
	Top 100
	Highest ranked

	Japan
	153
	7%
	85%
	–78%
	0
	12
	The University of Tokyo (27)

	South Korea
	108
	35%
	56%
	–21%
	6
	14
	Yonsei University (11)

	Taiwan
	59
	21%
	70%
	–49%
	0
	7
	National Taiwan University (23)

	Malaysia
	55
	41%
	51%
	–10%
	2
	11
	Universiti Malaya (17)

	Thailand
	46
	21%
	67%
	–47%
	0
	2
	Chulalongkorn University (52)

	Hong Kong SAR
	11
	73%
	18%
	+55%
	5
	6
	The University of Hong Kong (1)

	Singapore
	5
	60%
	40%
	+20%
	2
	4
	NUS (6)


Up and Down show the share of previously ranked universities that improved or declined year-on-year.
QS Senior Vice President Ben Sowter said: “Taiwan’s leading universities have had a good year. National Taiwan University keeps its place among Asia’s most respected institutions, and National Cheng Kung University, National Tsing Hua University and National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University have all moved up. That top tier is gaining ground, and it works closely with one of the most advanced technology sectors in the world.
“Below the top tier, the results are tougher. The number of school leavers is falling sharply, so Taiwan’s universities will rely more and more on international talent. Record international enrolment is a real achievement. The next step is to turn it into a more international faculty and student body across the whole system. Those are the areas where Taiwan’s universities are losing most ground to regional competitors.”
Asia: the regional picture
This year’s edition assesses 1,722 universities from 26 higher education systems across Asia, including 195 new entrants. Hong Kong SAR has five universities in the top 10, more than any other system, and the best net improvement in the region among systems with five or more ranked universities. South Korea has six universities in the top 20 and Malaysia’s Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM) reaches a record joint 20th. The University of Tokyo is first in Asia for both Academic Reputation and Employer Reputation. Maldives appears in the rankings for the first time.
The QS World University Rankings: Asia are determined by an institution’s performance across 11 indicators tailored to the region, covering academic and employer reputation, research, teaching resources and internationalisation. The full QS World University Rankings: Asia 2027 will be published when the embargo lifts.
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Notes for Editors
QS Quacquarelli Symonds is the world’s leading provider of services, analytics, and insight to the global higher education sector, whose mission is to empower motivated people anywhere in the world to fulfil their potential through educational achievement, international mobility, and career development.
The QS World University Rankings portfolio, inaugurated in 2004, is the world’s most popular source of comparative data about university performance.
