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KFUPM retains top spot as Khalifa University rises to second in QS Arab University Rankings 2027
1. King Fahd University of Petroleum & Minerals leads the region for another year; Khalifa University overtakes Qatar University for second place
1. Saudi Arabia has the most universities in the top 100 (23); the UAE matches it with 11 in the top 50
1. Morocco places two universities in the top 100, up from none last year, and Al-Quds University reaches 45th, the highest position ever for a Palestinian university
1. 325 universities from 20 locations are ranked, including 28 new entrants

London, 15 October 2026: QS Quacquarelli Symonds, the global higher education analysts, today released the QS Arab University Rankings 2027,* which evaluate 325 universities across 20 locations in the Arab region. King Fahd University of Petroleum & Minerals (KFUPM) in Saudi Arabia is ranked first in the region, while Khalifa University in the United Arab Emirates climbs one place to second, overtaking Qatar University, now third. *The link will be updated with the 2027 results once the embargo is lifted.
The national make-up of the top 10 is unchanged: Saudi Arabia and the UAE have three institutions each, with one each from Qatar, Lebanon, Oman and Jordan. Abu Dhabi University enters the top 10 in ninth place, up from 11th, and Sultan Qaboos University in Oman rises to seventh. King Saud University (4th), United Arab Emirates University (5th), the American University of Beirut (6th) and the University of Jordan (10th) all hold their positions.
Competition across the table has intensified. Of the 297 universities ranked in both editions, 81 have improved their position, 82 have held steady and 134 have fallen, while 28 institutions enter the rankings this year.
QS Arab University Rankings 2027: top 10
	2027
	2026
	Institution
	Location

	1
	1
	King Fahd University of Petroleum & Minerals (KFUPM)
	Saudi Arabia

	2
	3
	Khalifa University
	UAE

	3
	2
	Qatar University
	Qatar

	4
	4
	King Saud University
	Saudi Arabia

	5
	5
	United Arab Emirates University
	UAE

	6
	6
	American University of Beirut (AUB)
	Lebanon

	7
	8
	Sultan Qaboos University
	Oman

	8
	7
	King Abdulaziz University (KAU)
	Saudi Arabia

	9
	11
	Abu Dhabi University
	UAE

	10
	10
	University of Jordan
	Jordan



Dr Ashwin Fernandes, Vice President – Strategic and International Engagement, QS Quacquarelli Symonds, said: “The 2027 results show a region where university excellence is spreading well beyond a handful of systems. Saudi Arabia and the UAE continue to set the pace at the top, but some of the strongest momentum this year comes from further afield: Morocco now has two universities in the top 100, Oman’s private universities are climbing quickly, and Palestine is back in the top 50 with its highest-ranked university ever. With 28 new entrants and more institutions falling than rising, the competition for position is intensifying. The universities pulling ahead are those investing consistently in research quality, international collaboration and graduate employability.”
Highlights by location
Saudi Arabia: Saudi Arabia is the most successful system at the top of the table, with 23 universities in the top 100 (24 last year), 11 in the top 50 and three in the top 10. KFUPM ranks first in the region for Employer Reputation, King Abdulaziz University for Academic Reputation, and King Saud University for both International Research Network and Web Impact. King Faisal University posts the largest rise in the top 20, climbing nine places to 17th, and King Khalid University rises to 13th from 17th. The Islamic University of Madinah climbs 32 places to 86th.
United Arab Emirates: The UAE has 11 universities in the top 50, up from 10, and 13 in the top 100. Alongside Khalifa University’s rise to second, Abu Dhabi University enters the top 10. UAE universities dominate the international indicators, holding the top positions for both International Faculty and International Students.
Qatar: Qatar University ranks third. Hamad Bin Khalifa University (HBKU) climbs six places to 23rd and ranks first in the region for both Faculty Student Ratio and Papers per Faculty. The University of Doha for Science and Technology rises 14 places to 127th.
Egypt: Egypt has 44 ranked universities and 15 in the top 100, up from 14, with seven in the top 50, up from six. The American University in Cairo is the country’s highest-ranked institution at 14th. Cairo University rises to 19th and ranks second in the region for Academic Reputation. Ain Shams University (25th) and Alexandria University (31st) both improve, and Delta University for Science and Technology enters the top 100 at joint 100th, up from 118th.
Jordan: The University of Jordan holds 10th place and Jordan University of Science & Technology ranks 16th. Al-Ahliyya Amman University rises six places to 26th. Jordan has 12 universities in the top 100.
Lebanon: The American University of Beirut ranks sixth. Lebanon now has two universities in the top 20, up from one, as the Lebanese American University climbs to 20th from 24th. Saint Joseph University of Beirut rises seven places to 28th.
Oman: Sultan Qaboos University rises to seventh. Seven of Oman’s 13 ranked universities improve, led by Dhofar University (53rd, up 22 places), Sohar University (65th, up 16) and A’Sharqiyah University, which climbs from the 161-170 band to joint 120th.
Morocco: Morocco has two universities in the top 100, up from none last year. Ibn Tofail University records the largest rise of any university ranked individually in both editions, climbing 47 places to joint 91st, while Université Mohammed V de Rabat rises 22 places to joint 96th. Cadi Ayyad University climbs from the 151-160 band to 126th.
Tunisia: Université de Tunis El Manar climbs 12 places to joint 29th, and Tunisia now has three universities in the top 100, up from two.
Palestine: Al-Quds University rises seven places to 45th, the highest position ever achieved by a Palestinian university, returning Palestine to the top 50.
Kuwait and Bahrain: The American University of the Middle East is Kuwait’s highest-ranked university at 22nd, and Kuwait University ranks 50th. Applied Science University in Bahrain ranks 37th, and Bahrain has four universities in the top 100.
Iraq and Algeria: The University of Baghdad is Iraq’s highest-ranked university at 35th; Iraq has six universities in the top 100, down from nine. Algeria is the most represented system in the rankings, with 50 universities, led by Badji Mokhtar-Annaba University at 110th.
Universities in the top 100 by location
	Location
	Ranked
	Top 10
	Top 50
	Top 100 (2027)
	Top 100 (2026)

	Saudi Arabia
	35
	3
	11
	23
	24

	Egypt
	44
	0
	7
	15
	14

	United Arab Emirates
	19
	3
	11
	13
	13

	Jordan
	25
	1
	6
	12
	12

	Lebanon
	17
	1
	6
	9
	9

	Iraq
	42
	0
	1
	6
	9

	Oman
	13
	1
	1
	5
	5

	Bahrain
	8
	0
	1
	4
	4

	Palestine
	12
	0
	1
	4
	5

	Kuwait
	4
	0
	2
	3
	3

	Tunisia
	9
	0
	1
	3
	2

	Qatar
	3
	1
	2
	2
	2

	Morocco
	12
	0
	0
	2
	0



The full results are available at TopUniversities.com.
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About QS Quacquarelli Symonds
QS Quacquarelli Symonds is the world’s leading provider of services, analytics and insight to the global higher education sector. Its mission is to enable motivated people anywhere in the world to fulfil their potential through educational achievement, international mobility and career development. The QS World University Rankings portfolio, inaugurated in 2004, is the world’s most consulted source of comparative data on university performance. QS’s flagship website, TopUniversities.com, attracted over 170 million visits in 2025, while over 135,000 articles mentioning QS were published by media outlets worldwide in the same year. 

