INFORMATION UNDER EMBARGO UNTIL 28 JANUARY 2026 AT 10:00 AM GMT
QS World University Rankings: Europe 2026
Oxford crowned top as UK shines, France leads research output, Ireland and Portugal most improved
London, 28 January 2026: Global higher education experts QS Quacquarelli Symonds today released the QS World University Rankings: Europe 2026*. *The link will be updated with the latest results when the embargo lifts.
The results see The University of Oxford crowned Europe’s best university, climbing from third place last year and usurping ETH Zurich. Imperial College London drops from second to third, tied with UCL while the University of Cambridge comes fifth.
The QS World University Rankings: Europe 2026 features 958 universities from 42 countries and territories. The UK dominates the ranking with 129 ranked universities, including seven in the top 10. It is followed by Türkiye with 107 and Germany with 102. Italy, Spain and France boast 65, 62 and 60 universities respectively. France and Switzerland are the only other countries represented among the top 10.
The University of Oxford’s Vice-Chancellor, Professor Irene Tracey FRS, said: “We are delighted to see Oxford recognised as Europe’s leading university in the QS Europe Rankings. This reflects not only the strength of our academic reputation, but the deep value we place on global engagement: on welcoming international students and scholars, collaborating across borders, and ensuring our research and teaching serve society. At a moment when the UK is rightly seeking closer partnership with Europe, including renewed participation in programmes such as Erasmus, this recognition is particularly meaningful. It affirms Oxford’s long-standing role as a European university with a global outlook, committed to openness, collaboration and public service.”
	Table 1: Europe - Top 20

	2026 Rank
	2025 Rank
	Institution
	Higher education system

	1
	3
	University of Oxford
	United Kingdom

	2
	1
	ETH Zurich
	Switzerland

	=3
	2
	Imperial College London
	United Kingdom

	=3
	5
	UCL
	United Kingdom

	5
	4
	University of Cambridge
	United Kingdom

	6
	6
	The University of Edinburgh
	United Kingdom

	7
	8
	King's College London
	United Kingdom

	8
	9
	Université PSL
	France

	9
	7
	The University of Manchester
	United Kingdom

	10
	10
	EPFL – École polytechnique fédérale de Lausanne
	Switzerland

	11
	15
	Delft University of Technology
	Netherlands

	=12
	13
	Lund University
	Sweden

	=12
	11
	Technical University of Munich
	Germany

	14
	12
	The London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE)
	United Kingdom

	15
	14
	University of Bristol
	United Kingdom

	16
	20
	University of Leeds
	United Kingdom

	=17
	21
	Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München
	Germany

	=17
	22
	The University of Warwick
	United Kingdom

	19
	16
	University of Glasgow
	United Kingdom

	20
	23
	Institut Polytechnique de Paris
	France



Germany has seen the greatest growth in representation, adding an impressive 50 universities. Türkiye and the UK add 36 and 27 respectively. Among higher education systems with 10 or more ranked universities, Ireland is the most improved overall, followed by Portugal, with 87% and 75% of their universities climbing the table respectively.
	Table 2: Top 10 higher education systems by total ranked universities 

	Country
	Total ranked
	Up %
	Same %
	Down %
	New
	Top 10
	Top 20
	Top 50
	Top 100
	Top 200

	UK
	129
	40.2
	5.9
	53.9
	27
	7
	12
	21
	30
	48

	Türkiye
	107
	26.8
	47.9
	25.4
	36
	 
	 
	 
	 
	7

	Germany
	102
	44.2
	3.8
	51.9
	50
	 
	2
	6
	15
	27

	Italy
	65
	27.5
	3.9
	68.6
	14
	 
	 
	1
	4
	14

	Spain
	62
	29.5
	0.0
	70.5
	18
	 
	 
	 
	5
	17

	France
	60
	22.7
	11.4
	65.9
	16
	1
	2
	4
	4
	12

	Ukraine
	58
	0.0
	55.6
	44.4
	22
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Poland
	40
	38.7
	3.2
	58.1
	9
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2

	Portugal
	26
	75.0
	8.3
	16.7
	14
	 
	 
	 
	2
	4

	Netherlands
	22
	53.3
	0.0
	46.7
	7
	 
	1
	2
	10
	13



The QS Europe Rankings are determined by an institution’s scores across 12 key indicators which have been tailored to reflect the nuances of the region and differentiate it from the QS World University Rankings. The below table shows the top performing university in Germany in each of QS’ indicators. Detailed methodological information can be found here.
The University of Oxford is the European leader in four of QS’ indicators, including Academic and Employer Reputation, International Research Network and Employment Outcomes. The below table shows the regional leader in each performance indicator.
	Table 3: European leaders by indicator

	Performance Lens
	Weight
	Domestic Leader
	Country
	Overall Rank

	Academic Reputation
	30%
	University of Oxford
	UK
	1

	Employer Reputation
	15%
	University of Oxford
	UK
	1

	Faculty Student Ratio
	5%
	University of Nova Gorica
	Slovenia
	278

	Citations per Paper
	10%
	University of Vaasa
	Finland
	301

	Papers per Faculty
	5%
	Institut National des Sciences Appliquées de Rennes (INSA)
	France
	34

	International Research Network
	10%
	University of Oxford
	UK
	1

	International Faculty
	5%
	EPFL – École polytechnique fédérale de Lausanne
	Switzerland
	10

	International Students
	5%
	Constructor University Bremen
	Germany
	315

	Inbound Exchange Students
	2.5%
	Interregional Academy of Personnel Management
	Ukraine
	493

	Outbound Exchange Students
	2.5%
	Interregional Academy of Personnel Management
	Ukraine
	493

	Sustainability
	5%
	Lund University
	Sweden
	12

	Employment Outcomes
	5%
	University of Oxford
	 UK
	1



QS Senior Vice President Ben Sowter said: “While Oxford reclaims the regional top spot, the latest QS Europe University Rankings confirm a stabilising hierarchy, with no new entrants among the top 10. Europe’s established academic powerhouses continue to lead the table, reflecting the region’s long-standing investment in higher education and research excellence, with leading institutions in countries such as the UK, Germany, France and Switzerland maintaining their positions at the top.”
Sowter added: “Europe’s higher education sector remains a strong, underpinned by world-class research universities, strong international collaboration, and growing momentum behind transnational alliances and joint degrees. Cross-border mobility remains a defining strength. However, funding and research capacity vary widely between national systems, contributing to uneven performance and talent retention. At the same time, universities face mounting pressure to sustain research excellence, deepen industry engagement, and modernise governance and delivery models amid funding deficits and tightening policy around international mobility.”
Europe: Highlights
· United Kingdom: UK universities hold the strongest reputational standing in Europe, with seven institutions in the top 10 for Academic Reputation and six in the top 10 for Employer Reputation, including the top three in both indicators. The UK also leads in research impact, with three universities in the top 10 for Citations per Paper, ahead of Finland with two.
· Switzerland: Switzerland dominates the International Faculty Ratio indicator, with six universities in the top 10, including EPFL (1st) and ETH Zurich (3rd). No other European country sees more than one institution in the top 10.
· Germany: Germany leads in teaching resources and class size, with 12 universities in the top 50 for Faculty per Student Ratio—more than double France, the next strongest performer, with four. Germany is also a regional leader in the reputational indicators, with only the UK boasting more universities in the top 50 in both Academic and Employer Reputation.
· France: France is Europe’s research engine, with six universities in the top 10 for Papers per Faculty, twice as many as Germany. INSA Rennes ranks first in Europe on this indicator, followed by École Centrale de Lyon. France also excels in collaboration, with four universities in the top 10 for International Research Network, tied with the UK.
· Ireland: Ireland is among the most improved countries this year. Six of its eight previously ranked universities rise in the table, while four institutions enter the rankings for the first time. Trinity College Dublin leads nationally at 29th. All previously ranked Irish universities improve in Academic Reputation, led by Trinity College Dublin.
· Italy: Politecnico di Milano remains Italy’s highest-ranked university despite falling seven places to 45th. Italian institutions perform excellently in Academic Reputation, with Sapienza University of Rome and the University of Bologna ranking 16th and 17th respectively in this indicator.
· Spain: Five Spanish universities rank in the top 100, led by Universitat de Barcelona (60th) and Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona (68th), followed by Universidad Autónoma de Madrid (71st), Complutense University of Madrid (78th), and Universitat Pompeu Fabra (99th).
· Netherlands: Delft University of Technology climbs four places to 11th, strengthening its position in the top 20, while the University of Amsterdam falls from 17th to 24th.
· Czechia is the only Eastern European country represented among the top 100, with Charles University placing 92nd. 
· Türkiye: Following success across QS’ rankings portfolio, Türkiye records high stability with a moderate net improvement rate. Its premier institution, Koç University climbs into the top 150, placing 143rd.
The full QS World University Rankings 2026: Europe will be published when the embargo lifts and will be available at https://www.topuniversities.com/europe-university-rankings 
-Ends-
For further information or to request interviews with QS’ analysts, please contact:             
Simona Bizzozero   
Director of Communications, QS   
simona@qs.com | +44 (0) 7880 620856 | LinkedIn   

Will Barbieri    
Communications Specialist, QS 
William.barbieri@qs.com  

Notes for Editors 
QS Quacquarelli Symonds is the world’s leading provider of services, analytics, and insight to the global higher education sector, whose mission is to empower motivated people anywhere in the world to fulfil their potential through educational achievement, international mobility, and career development.
The QS World University Rankings portfolio, inaugurated in 2004, is the world’s most popular source of comparative data about university performance. Their flagship website, www.TopUniversities.com – the home of their rankings – was viewed more than 120 million times in 2024, and over 135,000 media clippings pertaining to, or mentioning, QS were published by media outlets across the world in 2025. 
Appendix 
	Europe top 50

	2026 Rank
	2025 Rank
	Institution
	Location

	1
	3
	University of Oxford
	UK

	2
	1
	ETH Zurich
	Switzerland

	3
	2
	Imperial College London
	UK

	=4
	5
	UCL
	UK

	=4
	4
	University of Cambridge
	UK

	6
	9
	Université PSL
	France

	7
	6
	The University of Edinburgh
	UK

	=8
	8
	King's College London
	UK

	=8
	7
	The University of Manchester
	UK

	10
	10
	EPFL – École polytechnique fédérale de Lausanne
	Switzerland

	11
	15
	Delft University of Technology
	Netherlands

	=12
	13
	Lund University
	Sweden

	=12
	11
	Technical University of Munich
	Germany

	14
	12
	The London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE)
	UK

	=15
	21
	Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München
	Germany

	=15
	22
	The University of Warwick
	UK

	=17
	14
	University of Bristol
	UK

	=17
	16
	University of Glasgow
	UK

	19
	23
	Institut Polytechnique de Paris
	France

	20
	25
	Uppsala University
	Sweden

	21
	=18
	University of Birmingham
	UK

	22
	=18
	Universität Heidelberg
	Germany

	23
	20
	University of Leeds
	UK

	24
	17
	University of Amsterdam
	Netherlands

	=25
	=27
	KTH Royal Institute of Technology
	Sweden

	=25
	24
	University of Nottingham
	UK

	27
	30
	Université Paris-Saclay
	France

	28
	29
	The University of Sheffield
	UK

	29
	26
	Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin
	Ireland

	30
	=27
	KU Leuven
	Belgium

	31
	31
	Sorbonne University
	France

	32
	32
	Durham University
	UK

	33
	36
	University of Zurich
	Switzerland

	34
	34
	University of Southampton
	UK

	35
	41
	Aalto University
	Finland

	36
	51
	University College Dublin
	Ireland

	37
	35
	Newcastle University
	UK

	38
	43
	Freie Universitaet Berlin
	Germany

	39
	42
	University of Vienna
	Austria

	=40
	=53
	Aarhus University
	Denmark

	=40
	47
	Ghent University
	Belgium

	=40
	=38
	Queen Mary University of London
	UK

	=40
	=44
	Technische Universität Berlin (TU Berlin)
	Germany

	=44
	=38
	Politecnico di Milano
	Italy

	=44
	33
	University of Copenhagen
	Denmark

	=46
	46
	University of Helsinki
	Finland

	=46
	37
	University of St Andrews
	UK

	=48
	59
	KIT, Karlsruhe Institute of Technology
	Germany

	=48
	=53
	University of Geneva
	Switzerland

	50
	=49
	University of Liverpool
	UK



