UNDER STRICT EMBARGO UNTIL 18TH NOVEMBER AT 10:00 AM GMT
QS World University Rankings: Sustainability 2026
Lund University crowned World’s Best Universities for Sustainability 
Asia ascends and UK Shines as US drops
London, 18th November 2025: QS Quacquarelli Symonds, global higher education experts, have released the 2026 edition of the QS World University Rankings: Sustainability*. *link will be updated with the latest results when the embargo lifts.   
Lund University in Sweden has taken the top spot for the first time since the ranking was established in 2023. University of Toronto had been the best in the world in 2024 and 2025 and now drops to second place, followed by UCL in the UK which has climbed two positions to third overall.
This year, some 2000 universities are featured across 106 higher education systems, up from around 1750 in the previous edition. Overall, the US is most represented, with 240 universities, followed by China with 163, the UK with 109, India with 103 and France with 76.
Three universities join the top 10, including The London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE), up from 39th to sixth, The University of New South Wales (UNSW Sydney), up from 12th to seventh – two below its 2023 position when it ranked fifth – and McGill University, up from 15th to ninth.
University of California, Berkeley (UCB), which was number one in the first iteration in 2023 and third last year, drops out of the top 10 for the first time. Meanwhile, The University of Melbourne drops from ninth to 16th and ETH Zurich slips from second to 11th.
Leigh Kamolins, QS Director of Analytics and Evaluation, and co-chair for the United Nations Higher Education Sustainability Initiative Action Group on Rankings Ratings and Assessments, said, “The publication of the QS World University Rankings: Sustainability 2026 arrives at a pivotal moment. With only 17% of the 169 global Sustainable Development Goals on track for delivery in 2030, the need for accelerated action on environmental and social challenges has never been clearer.
	Table 1: Global top 20

	2026 Rank
	2025 Rank
	WUR Rank
	Institution
	Country / Territory

	1
	=3
	72
	Lund University
	Sweden

	2
	1
	29
	University of Toronto
	Canada

	3
	=5
	9
	UCL
	United Kingdom

	4
	=7
	34
	The University of Edinburgh
	United Kingdom

	5
	=5
	40
	University of British Columbia
	Canada

	6
	=39
	56
	LSE
	United Kingdom

	=7
	=7
	2
	Imperial College London
	United Kingdom

	=7
	=12
	20
	UNSW Sydney
	Australia

	9
	=15
	27
	McGill University
	Canada

	10
	=9
	35
	The University of Manchester
	United Kingdom

	=11
	2
	7
	ETH Zurich
	Switzerland

	=11
	=3
	17
	University of California, Berkeley (UCB)
	United States

	13
	=19
	3
	Stanford University
	United States

	14
	=199
	4
	University of Oxford
	United Kingdom

	15
	11
	25
	The University of Sydney
	Australia

	=16
	48
	32
	Australian National University (ANU)
	Australia

	=16
	14
	31
	King's College London
	United Kingdom

	=16
	=9
	19
	The University of Melbourne
	Australia

	19
	=12
	51
	University of Bristol
	United Kingdom

	20
	52
	55
	New York University (NYU)
	United States



A total of eight locations see at least 10 institutions debut in the ranking this year, with Mainland China adding 49 debutants, followed by India with 26, France with 19 and Türkiye with 18. Germany (16 debutants), Spain (15), the UK (13) and the US (11) all have more than 10 entries.
	Table 2: Top 10 higher education systems by total ranked universities

	Location 
	Total ranked 
	Down 
	Same 
	Up 
	Delta % 
	NEW 
	Top ranked university

	USA 
	240 
	168 
	23 
	38 
	-54% 
	11 
	UCB
	=11

	China (Mainland) 
	163 
	73 
	12 
	29 
	-27% 
	49 
	Fudan University
	140

	UK 
	109 
	40 
	4 
	52 
	11% 
	13 
	UCL
	3

	India 
	103 
	30 
	15 
	32 
	2% 
	26 
	Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IITD)
	=205

	France 
	77 
	40 
	11 
	7 
	-42% 
	17
	Université Paris-Saclay
	45

	Germany 
	65 
	37 
	0 
	12 
	-38% 
	16 
	Universität Hamburg
	46

	Spain 
	58 
	32 
	2 
	9 
	-40% 
	15 
	Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona
	=92

	Italy 
	57 
	30 
	6 
	16 
	-25% 
	5 
	Università di Padova
	=121

	Türkiye 
	53 
	11 
	5 
	19 
	15% 
	18 
	Koç University
	329

	South Korea 
	48 
	14 
	3 
	27 
	27% 
	4 
	Seoul National University
	=37


The UK leads the rankings, with more top 10 universities than any other country and nearly twice as many in the top 50 and top 100 as its closest competitor, the US. Canada meanwhile has the highest concentration of top 10 universities with 7% in this tier.
Belgium and Ireland each have two institutions in the top 50—20% of their entries, the highest concentration of any country. Singapore has the largest share of top-100 entries, with two of its four ranked universities in this tier.
	Table 3: Top higher education systems by total universities in top 100

	Location
	Total ranked
	Top 10
	Top 20
	Top 50
	Top 100
	Top 200
	Top 500
	Top 1000

	UK
	109
	5
	8
	17
	30
	44
	62
	82

	US
	240
	 
	3
	9
	16
	30
	80
	136

	Australia
	38
	1
	4
	6
	11
	21
	31
	36

	Canada
	41
	3
	3
	4
	9
	19
	25
	30

	Sweden
	23
	1
	1
	3
	5
	6
	8
	11

	Switzerland
	13
	 
	1
	1
	4
	4
	8
	11

	Belgium
	10
	 
	 
	2
	3
	4
	6
	10

	South Korea
	48
	 
	 
	1
	3
	5
	17
	40

	Germany
	65
	 
	 
	1
	3
	12
	22
	42

	Ireland
	10
	 
	 
	2
	2
	6
	8
	8

	Finland
	12
	 
	 
	1
	2
	2
	7
	9

	New Zealand
	8
	 
	 
	1
	2
	6
	8
	8

	Netherlands
	13
	 
	 
	1
	2
	5
	12
	13

	France
	76
	 
	 
	1
	2
	4
	7
	24

	Singapore
	4
	 
	 
	 
	2
	2
	2
	3

	Japan
	45
	 
	 
	1
	1
	3
	14
	21

	South Africa
	13
	 
	 
	 
	1
	2
	5
	7

	Taiwan
	41
	 
	 
	 
	1
	2
	8
	29

	Brazil
	37
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	6
	18

	Spain
	58
	 
	 
	 
	1
	3
	22
	33



Senior Vice President at QS, Ben Sowter, said “ xxxxx ”
Erik Renström, Vice-Chancellor of Lund University said: "Humble, proud, and inspired to keep striving – that is how I would sum up Lund University being ranked number one in the world. Sustainability has long been a clear priority for the university, and the way we work is shaped by a Scandinavian tradition of trust, collaboration, and openness. I am incredibly proud of our employees, students, alumni, and the many organisations and companies we work with – this result is theirs as much as the university’s. 
"At the same time, we remain humble, because we know that major challenges remain. Being number one raises the bar for us, and those challenges inspire us to keep pushing forward in an interdisciplinary and innovative way so that the knowledge we generate leads to real impact and lasting change in society."
QS’ methodology for the World University Rankings: Sustainability 2025 is based on university performance across three assessment categories: 
· Environmental Impact (45% - Aggregating three lenses: Environmental Sustainability, Environmental Education and Environmental Research)
· Social Impact (45% - Aggregating five lenses: Equality, Knowledge Exchange, Impact of Education, Employability & Outcomes and Health & Wellbeing)
· Governance (10% - Considering factors related to good governance: ethics, hiring practices, transparency, decision making etc.)
	Table 4: Global leader by category and lens	Comment by William Barbieri: correct for ties

	Performance category / lens
	Weight
	Global Leader
	HE System
	Overall Rank

	Social Impact
	45%
	UNSW Sydney
	Australia
	7

	Equality
	12%
	Lund University
	Sweden
	1

	Knowledge Exchange
	10%
	UCL
	UK
	3

	Impact of Education
	7%
	The University of Sydney
	Australia
	15

	Employability and Outcomes
	11%
	Yonsei University
	South Korea
	92

	Health and Wellbeing
	5%
	University of Helsinki
	Finland
	22

	Environmental Impact
	45%
	Lund University
	Sweden
	1

	Environmental Sustainability
	15%
	Korea University
	South Korea
	95

	Environmental Education
	17%
	University of Oxford; UCB; Stanford University; The University of Tokyo; Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)
	UK, US, US, Japan, US
	14; 11; 13; 48; 43

	Environmental Research
	13%
	National University of Singapore (NUS); Nanyang Technological University, Singapore (NTU Singapore)
	Singapore
	69; 99

	Governance
	10%
	Lund University; University of York
	Sweden; UK
	1; 39



Europe
The 500+ European universities across are on average the best performing across the nine lenses that the rankings measure. 
Lund University is ranked top for Equality and places second for Health and Wellbeing and Environmental Sustainability. University of Vienna, which ranks 396th overall, places second in the Impact of Education lens, worth 7% of the overall score. The Netherlands has the best average score in Social Impact lens and Belgium has the second-best average result in the Environmental Impact lens.
Université Paris-Saclay is the only French university among the top 50, placing 45th down six places while Sorbonne University is 61st, up seven. Three German universities are among the top 100, including Universität Hamburg, Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universität Bonn and University of Cologne, placing 46th, 57th and 88th respectively. 
UK & Ireland
Ireland sees two universities in the global top 50, with Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin rising to 29th and University College Dublin cementing its position among top performers, appearing at 47th. 
The UK is the most successful higher education system in the Sustainability Rankings, with more elite universities than any other country or territory. It is particularly exceptional in Governance, with eight universities among the top 10, and Health and Wellbeing, with nine and Knowledge Exchange with five. It sees room for improvement in Environmental Research, which is the only lens in which no UK university is among the top 10.
North America
Only the UK has more entries in the top 10 than Canada’s three while the UK also is the only country that has more universities in the top 50 than the USA, which has nine. 
In the US, 38 universities improve their overall rank while 168 drop, 23 remain stable and 11 are new. This gives the US one of the highest percentages of previously ranked universities to drop down the ranking.
New York University (NYU) climbs up to 20th place this year, its best ever result and Boston University rises to 40th position, entering the top 50 for the first time. Three US universities enter the top 100, including University of Massachusetts Amherst in 86th, Washington University in St. Louis, rising five places to 97th, and University of Connecticut up to 99th.
Despite Canada's exceptional concentration of top tier universities - the highest percentage of top 10 universities in the world (7%) - Canada has experienced majority drops, with 51% of its previously ranked institutions dropping and 20% climbing. This is primarily due to the expansion of the rankings driving competition, including nine new Canadian institutions. However, Canada’s gains come primarily among its top-ranked institutions. Of its nine universities in the top 100, five have improved, including McGill university (ninth, +6), Western University (24th, +6), Université de Montréal (53rd, +12), Queen's University at Kingston (59th, +34) and McMaster University (92nd, +1).
Asia
Seoul National University in Korea becomes Asia’s top performing university in this edition, overtaking last year’s leader, The University of Tokyo. Its success is driven by improvements in Employability and Outcomes, Equality, Environmental Sustainability and Environmental Research. With Korea University rising six places to enter the top 100 at 95th, this is the first year Korea has three universities in the top 100.
China is the second most represented country in the rankings, with 163 universities featured. It has added more institutions than any other higher education system, with 49 new entries—nearly double that of its closest competitor, India, which adds 26. This growth reflects improved ESG strategies and greater data transparency and availability across Chinese universities. Although more institutions have dropped in rank than risen, China’s drop rate of -27% is moderate and aligns closely with the average among all systems experiencing declines in this highly competitive edition.
Singapore has two universities in the top 100, with National University of Singapore (NUS) dropping six places to 69th and Nanyang Technological University, Singapore (NTU Singapore) falling to 99th. These universities excel in Environmental Research with each tied in the first in this indicator.
Japan’s top 100 entry is The University of Tokyo at 48th and National Taiwan University (NTU) is Taiwan’s only top 100 entry, appearing at 72nd. Mainland China’s best performing institution is Fudan University at 140th, while the best university in Hong Kong is The University of Hong Kong at 137th.
India’s top performing institution, Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IITD), drops out of the top 200, placing 205th. IITs lead India domestically in the ranking, with all three of the country's top performing universities and seven of its top 10 belonging to this prestigious group.
Thailand is among the most improved higher education systems in this year’s rankings. QS ranks 19 Thai universities, 13 of which rise, two drop and two remain stable while two rank for the first time. This gives Thailand an overall improvement rat of 58%. The highest in the world among higher education systems with 10 ior more ranked universities. Its highest ranked institution, Chulalongkorn University, places 165th.
Oceania
New Zealand is once again one of the best performing locations on the planet with all of its eight universities ranked among the top 500. However, faced with heightened global competition, only one institution improves its rank this year. The University of Auckland is the highest ranked university, placing 28th. 
In Australia, a quarter of the 38 ranked universities improve their rankings. One of those to improve is UNSW Sydney, which rises five places to re-enter the top 10 at 7th. In the inaugural ranking, UNSW placed fifth. Australian National University (ANU) has also seen significant improvements this year, rising into the top 20 to rank joint 16th.
Latin America
While in the previous iteration of the ranking, four institutions across three countries in Latin America featured in the top 200, this year’s heightened competition has resulted in a shift. Universidade de São Paulo in Brazil is now the only institution from the region to rank among the top 200, ranking at joint 90th position.
However, more than 50 of the 128 universities that ranked from Latin America and the Caribbean last year have improved in this edition. Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro has entered the top 300, rising 26 places, to rank 277th. Federal University of Minas Gerais (UFMG), also in Brazil, has entered the top 500, ranking 316th
Ecuador and Peru are among the most improved higher education systems in this year’s rankings, with 60% of their previously ranked universities rising. Pontificia Universidad Catolica del Peru (PUCP) climbs 104 places to rank 411th while Ecuador's premier university, Universidad San Francisco de Quito USFQ, climbs 116 places to 504th.
Middle East & Western Asia
Nine of the 10 top performing institutions across Western Asia, the Middle East and North Africa improve their scores this year. All three of Bahrain’s three entries improve their rank as do both of Qatar’s. 
Six of Lebanon’s seven entries improve their ranking, with American University of Beirut (AUB) rising 29 places to enter the top 200 at 176th. Most entries from Saudi Arabia and the UAE also improve their ranking this year. King Abdulaziz University (KAU) rises 13 places to also enter the top 200 at 194th. The United Arab Emirates University’s position of 318th is the institution’s best ever result.
	Top 10 performing universities across Western Asia and the Middle East

	2026 Rank
	2025 Rank
	Institution
	Location

	=174
	=389
	The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
	Israel

	=176
	205
	American University of Beirut (AUB)
	Lebanon

	=194
	=207
	King Abdulaziz University (KAU)
	Saudi Arabia

	=201
	=215
	Tel Aviv University
	Israel

	273
	=291
	Qatar University
	Qatar

	=290
	=661
	Technion - Israel Institute of Technology
	Israel

	=318
	343
	United Arab Emirates University
	United Arab Emirates

	329
	=454
	Koç University
	Türkiye

	330
	=550
	Lebanese American University
	Lebanon

	=338
	=296
	Middle East Technical University
	Türkiye



Africa
More than 80 universities from 16 African countries appear in the ranking this year, 15 of which debut. While Egypt leads the continent with 29 ranked institutions, South Africa is home to all four of Africa’s top-ranked universities. This includes the University of Cape Town, the only African institution in the top 100, ranked 59th this year—down from 45th last year.

ENDS
Detailed methodological information can be found here.
The full rankings will be available on 18th November at 10:00 AM GMT and can be found at QS Sustainability University Rankings 2025 | Top Universities.                  
For further information or to request interviews with QS’ analysts, please contact:   
Simona Bizzozero                 
Director of Communications                   
QS Quacquarelli Symonds                   
simona@qs.com             
+44 (0) 7880620856                   
                   
Viggo Stacey
Communications Manager                   
 QS Quacquarelli Symonds                   
viggo.stacey@qs.com 
   
QS Quacquarelli Symonds              
QS Quacquarelli Symonds is the world’s leading provider of services, analytics, and insight to the global higher education sector, whose mission is to empower motivated people anywhere in the world to fulfil their potential through educational achievement, international mobility, and career development.           
The QS World University Rankings portfolio, inaugurated in 2004, is the world’s most popular source of comparative data about university performance. 
Their flagship website, www.TopUniversities.com – the home of their rankings – was viewed more than 170 million times in 2024, and over 134,000 media clippings pertaining to, or mentioning, QS were published by media outlets worldwide in 2024.  

