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	UNDER STRICT EMBARGO UNTIL THURSDAY 18 JUNE 2026 AT 02:01 AST


QS World University Rankings 2027
Arab Region soars as 21 universities place in the top 500 and 24 achieve record ranks
London, 18 June 2026: Some 109 universities from 15 higher education systems across the Arab-speaking world have featured in the latest QS World University Rankings 2027*, released today. A total of 38 universities from the region included in the ranking have improved their position this year, with KFUPM the top ranked institution across the region and the only one to feature among the global top 100.
* The link will be updated with the 2027 results when the embargo is lifted (the full rankings for the Arab Region can be found in the appendix to this release).
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In addition to the 38 institutions that improved their positions in 2027, 36 universities from the region dropped and 32 maintained their respective positions. Three universities entered the ranking this year: Egypt Japan University of Science & Technology, in the 801-850 range; and Oman’s National University of Science and Technology and A’Sharqiyah University, both ranked in the 1201-1400 range.
A number of institutions across the region broke records this year. Saudi Arabia’s KFUPM (63rd) climbs, having entered the top 100 for the first time last year, and King Saud University (107th) reaches a historic high alongside Qatar University (109th) and the UAE’s Khalifa University (147th). This marks the first time an institution from the UAE has appeared among the top 150 in the world. In total, 24 institutions across the region achieved historic highs, including eight from the UAE, eight from Saudi Arabia, four from Jordan, and one each from Lebanon, Oman, Qatar and Tunisia.
	20 best-performing universities across the Arab Region in the QS World University Rankings 2027

	National Rank
	2027 Rank
	2026 Rank
	Institution

	1
	63
	67
	KFUPM

	2
	107
	143
	King Saud University

	1
	109
	112
	Qatar University

	1
	147
	177
	Khalifa University

	3
	200
	163
	King Abdulaziz University (KAU)

	2
	213
	244
	Hamad Bin Khalifa University (HBKU)

	2
	217
	229
	United Arab Emirates University

	1
	223
	237
	American University of Beirut (AUB)

	3
	258
	272
	American University of Sharjah

	4
	283
	328
	University of Sharjah

	1
	306
	334
	Sultan Qaboos University

	1
	326
	324
	University of Jordan

	5
	348
	391
	Abu Dhabi University

	1
	363
	347
	Cairo University

	2
	390
	381
	The American University in Cairo

	6
	397
	440
	Ajman University

	4
	421
	436
	Prince Mohammad Bin Fahd University

	2
	449
	461
	Jordan University of Science & Technology

	2
	477
	535
	Lebanese American University

	6
	488
	535
	Prince Sultan University
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In addition to the record-high institutions in the table above, ten further universities reached their best-ever positions this year:

	474
	Imam Abdulrahman Bin Faisal University (IAU) 
	Saudi Arabia

	567
	King Faisal University
	Saudi Arabia

	588
	Zayed University
	United Arab Emirates

	643
	Al-Ahliyya Amman University
	Jordan

	655
	Université de Tunis El Manar
	Tunisia

	677
	Prince Sattam Bin Abdulaziz University
	Saudi Arabia

	1201-1400
	Jadara University
	Jordan

	761-770
	Applied Science Private University - Jordan
	Jordan

	781-790
	University of Dubai
	United Arab Emirates

	851-900
	Taif University
	Saudi Arabia
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Oman has seen two institutions enter the ranking in 2027 and Egypt one. Iraq has three fewer institutions this year, Egypt two fewer overall, and Jordan and Palestine each one fewer.

“Higher education across the Arab-speaking world is one of the big stories of the last decade. With ambitious governments investing in universities and research, higher education institutions in the region continue to grow as the demands and expectations placed on them change, and as societies and the world of work evolve.
“The QS World University Rankings 2027 identify some outstanding achievements, including the region’s highest-ever ranking with KFUPM rising to 63rd, Qatar reaching its highest position to date, and the UAE featuring within the global top 150 for the first time.”

	“The Arab region continues to strengthen its position in global higher education, with a growing number of universities achieving record performances and greater international recognition. These results reflect sustained investment in talent, research and innovation, as universities play an increasingly important role in supporting economic diversification and national development agendas across the region.”

Dr Ashwin Fernandes, Vice President, Strategic & International Engagement, QS




 Higher education systems across the Arab Region
	Higher education systems across the Arab Region in the QS World University Rankings 2027

	Location
	Total
	Lower (%)
	Same (%)
	Higher (%)
	Top 100
	Top 200
	Top 500
	Top 1000
	Top institution
	Rank

	Saudi Arabia
	22
	6 (27%)
	4 (18%)
	12 (55%)
	1
	3
	6 (+1)
	17 (-1)
	KFUPM
	63

	Egypt
	18
	7 (41%)
	10 (59%)
	0
	
	
	2
	6 (+1)
	Cairo University
	363

	Jordan
	15
	5 (33%)
	5 (33%)
	5 (33%)
	
	
	2
	7
	University of Jordan
	326

	UAE
	12
	3 (25%)
	0
	9 (75%)
	
	1
	6
	12
	Khalifa University
	147

	Lebanon
	9
	3 (33%)
	1 (11%)
	5 (56%)
	
	
	2 (+1)
	6
	American University of Beirut (AUB)
	223

	Oman
	7
	3 (60%)
	1 (20%)
	1 (20%)
	
	
	1
	4
	Sultan Qaboos University
	306

	Iraq
	7
	5 (71%)
	2 (29%)
	0
	
	
	
	1 (-1)
	University of Baghdad
	801-850

	Tunisia
	4
	0
	3 (75%)
	1 (25%)
	
	
	
	1
	Universite de Tunis El Manar
	655

	Palestine
	3
	0
	2 (67%)
	1 (33%)
	
	
	
	1
	Al-Quds University
	901-950

	Kuwait
	3
	3 (100%)
	0
	0
	
	
	
	3
	American University of the Middle East
	616

	Bahrain
	3
	1 (33%)
	1 (33%)
	1 (33%)
	
	
	
	3
	Applied Science University - Bahrain
	655

	Qatar
	2
	0
	0
	2 (100%)
	
	1
	2
	2
	Qatar University
	109

	Morocco
	2
	0
	1 (50%)
	1 (50%)
	
	
	
	
	Universite Mohammed V de Rabat
	1001-1200

	Syrian Arab Republic
	1
	0
	1 (100%)
	0
	
	
	
	
	Damascus University
	1201-1400

	Sudan
	1
	0
	1 (100%)
	0
	
	
	
	
	University of Khartoum
	1201-1400


Indicator results
As a global benchmark for the world’s top universities, the QS World University Rankings compares institutions on nine indicators that are valued by students. The analysis offers a real insight into how the global higher education ecosystem is evolving and how emerging study destinations are gaining ground on locations that have previously been first-choice destinations for internationally mobile students, scholars and researchers.
1. International Faculty is an area that has seen strong results across the Arab Region. Qatar, the UAE, Oman, Bahrain and Saudi Arabia all have high average scores here, suggesting that institutions in these locations are able to attract sizeable populations of international academics.
1. Employment Outcomes: Syria’s Damascus University continues to rank among the top 100 in the Employment Outcomes indicator (99th) and the University of Khartoum ranks 152nd in the world in the indicator. These results are reflected in the high scores shown in the table below. In total, 16 institutions feature in the global top 200 for Employment Outcomes, including Beirut Arab University, which rises into the top 200 for the first time at 198th. Despite these individual achievements, Employment Outcomes and Employer Reputation remain areas for institutions across the region to focus on.
1. Research and Discovery: several locations across the region are behind their global peers in the indicators that make up the research and discovery lens. Only three institutions feature in the top 200 for Academic Reputation: King Abdulaziz University (169th); Cairo University (193rd); and King Saud University (197th). Some 24 institutions rise in the Citations per Faculty indicator but, despite this, 79 of the 109 institutions from the region sit outside the top 800 in the indicator.
1. Faculty Student: a majority of institutions (52) sit outside the top 800 in the Faculty Student indicator, suggesting that more investment is needed in the staff to which students have direct access. There are also outstanding individual achievements, however, including Hamad Bin Khalifa University (HBKU) in Qatar, which ranks 15th in the world in the indicator.
	“Higher education across the Arab-speaking world is one of the big stories of the last decade. With ambitious governments investing in universities and research, higher education institutions in the region continue to grow as the demands and expectations placed on them change, and as societies and the world of work evolve.
“The QS World University Rankings 2027 identify some outstanding achievements, including the region’s highest-ever ranking with KFUPM rising to 63rd, Qatar reaching its highest position to date, and the UAE featuring within the global top 150 for the first time.”
Ben Sowter, Senior Vice President, Sector Intelligence at QS


Average scores across the nine indicators
The Global row shows the benchmark average across all ranked institutions

	Average scores for the Arab Region across the nine indicators

	Location
	No. of entries
	Academic Reputation
	Employer Reputation
	Faculty Student Ratio
	Citations per Faculty
	Int’l Faculty Ratio
	Int’l Students Ratio
	Int’l Research Network
	Employment Outcomes
	Sustainability
	Overall Score

	Global
	1,504
	20.6
	21.5
	33.6
	20.9
	36.2
	30.5
	48.9
	42.7
	48.9
	25.7

	Saudi Arabia
	22
	18
	20.1
	37.9
	25.6
	94
	31
	64.6
	18.1
	53.7
	29.2

	Egypt
	18
	16.5
	22.1
	15.1
	9.7
	13.2
	10.6
	57
	21.6
	51.5
	17.9

	Jordan
	15
	15
	22.5
	16.3
	9.6
	35.2
	53.2
	38.8
	17.7
	45.7
	19.4

	United Arab Emirates
	12
	24.1
	32.2
	30.3
	37.5
	100
	84.9
	48.2
	47.4
	51.5
	38.3

	Lebanon
	9
	17.2
	31.4
	40.2
	10.3
	67.7
	45
	35.7
	36.2
	52.5
	26.2

	Oman
	7
	12.1
	17.3
	20.5
	18.1
	98.8
	10.2
	32.4
	17.3
	35.6
	20.1

	Iraq
	7
	10.5
	17.4
	42.3
	4
	15.9
	2.3
	34.6
	18.1
	27.7
	14.1

	Tunisia
	4
	12.3
	5.8
	40.3
	5.3
	18.1
	7
	53.4
	35.6
	50.7
	16.3

	Bahrain
	3
	15.8
	13.4
	31.8
	8.4
	95.8
	47.6
	21.2
	57.7
	39.2
	23.3

	Kuwait
	3
	16.8
	16.9
	17.1
	10.2
	72.8
	28.6
	55.2
	41.3
	56.5
	22.6

	Palestine
	3
	9.9
	17.5
	20.5
	3.5
	68.2
	58.6
	24.2
	14.4
	41.5
	17.1

	Qatar
	2
	30
	27.5
	85
	91.2
	100
	99
	85.6
	75.6
	63.1
	60.9

	Morocco
	2
	9.2
	7.1
	1.9
	11.5
	14.3
	4.7
	63.2
	36.2
	43.7
	12.8

	Sudan
	1
	6.7
	12.7
	6.3
	3.9
	 
	1.6
	55.6
	82.3
	23.6
	11.8

	Syrian Arab Republic
	1
	8.2
	10.8
	1.5
	1.5
	4.6
	10
	22.2
	91.3
	36.1
	11


Global context: a competitive landscape
The QS World University Rankings 2027 evaluates more than 1,500 institutions across 106 countries and territories. Global competition is intensifying, particularly across Europe, North America and Asia. MIT retains its top position for the 15th year, followed by Imperial College London and Stanford University, ranked joint second.
1. United States: the United States remains the most represented system in the world, with 184 universities (down from 192 in 2026). In total, 66% of entries decline in their positions this year, 38 remain level and 23 rise. Yale and Johns Hopkins climb back into the global top 20, making the US home to the most top 20 universities globally, with nine. The US also has the most top 50 and top 100 entries. Arizona State University has achieved its highest ranking to date, at 172nd.
1. United Kingdom: 31 UK universities have improved their positions, with Imperial College London retaining the number two spot for the third consecutive year. Five UK entries achieve their highest rank to date in 2027, and the total number of entries has risen to 93, from 90 in 2026.
1. Canada: some 66% of Canada’s universities drop this year, with McGill University claiming the top spot in the country for a second consecutive year. Four institutions achieve their best ranking in more than a decade.
1. Mainland China: Mainland China has seen 72% of its ranked entries improve in 2027. With 13 debutants among its 85 ranked universities, its higher education system has the most debutants this year, while 26 institutions achieve historic highs.
1. Australia: 58% of institutions improve their position in 2027, with the University of New South Wales claiming the number one spot for the first time (19th). Almost all of Australia’s 31 ranked institutions are at a higher ranking in 2027 than a decade ago, with nine institutions achieving record highs this year.
1. Europe: Italy is among the most improved in Europe, with 56% of 47 institutions climbing, led by Politecnico di Milano (87th). Germany and France add 11 and seven institutions to feature 60 and 38 times respectively. Spain adds 10 institutions to become the second most represented country in continental Europe.
1. India: IIT Delhi (118th) reaches the country’s joint highest-ever rank. Seventeen universities hit record highs. More than half of India’s 52 ranked universities improve their position, and the country’s base of ranked universities has tripled in a decade, growing from 14 in 2017 to 52 today.
Methodology
This year’s QS World University Rankings features more than 1,500 universities across 106 higher education systems. The analysis accounted for:
1. 21 million research papers
1. 222 million citations
1. 1.6 million academic survey responses
1. Data from 8,808 institutions
1. Insights from 121,024 academics and 69,432 employers
The QS World University Rankings is based on a weighted index of the indicators below. For further details, visit the QS methodology page.
	Lens
	Weighting
	Indicator
	Weighting

	Research and Discovery
	50%
	Academic Reputation
	30%

	
	
	Citations per Faculty
	20%

	Employability and Outcomes
	20%
	Employer Reputation
	15%

	
	
	Employment Outcomes
	5%

	Global Engagement
	15%
	International Faculty Ratio
	5%

	
	
	International Research Network
	5%

	
	
	International Student Diversity
	0%

	
	
	International Student Ratio
	5%

	Learning Experience
	10%
	Faculty Student Ratio
	10%

	Sustainability
	5%
	Sustainability
	5%



The full QS World University Rankings 2027 will be published as the embargo lifts on Thursday 18 June 2026 at 02:01 AST and will be available at www.topuniversities.com/world-university-rankings.
- Ends -
Media contacts
For further information or to request interviews with QS’ analysts, please contact:
	Simona Bizzozero
Director of Communications
QS Quacquarelli Symonds
simona@qs.com
+44 (0) 7880 620856
	Viggo Stacey
PR Specialist
QS Quacquarelli Symonds
viggo.stacey@qs.com


Notes for Editors
QS Quacquarelli Symonds is the world’s leading provider of services, analytics and insight to the global higher education sector. Its mission is to empower motivated people everywhere to fulfil their potential through educational achievement, international mobility and career development. The QS World University Rankings portfolio, inaugurated in 2004, is the world’s most consulted comparative ranking of university performance. QS’ flagship website, www.TopUniversities.com, was viewed more than 170 million times in 2025, and over 135,000 media clippings mentioning QS were published by outlets worldwide in the same year.


Appendix
	Global top 10 in the QS World University Rankings 2027

	2027 Rank
	2026 Rank
	Institution
	Location

	1
	1
	Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)
	USA

	=2
	2
	Imperial College London
	UK

	=2
	3
	Stanford University
	USA

	4
	4
	University of Oxford
	UK

	5
	5
	Harvard University
	USA

	6
	6
	University of Cambridge
	UK

	7
	10
	California Institute of Technology (Caltech)
	USA

	=8
	7
	ETH Zurich
	Switzerland

	=8
	9
	UCL
	UK

	10
	8
	National University of Singapore (NUS)
	Singapore
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Most improved higher education systems in 2027
	Location
	No. HEIs ranked
	No. with higher YoY rank
	Higher %

	Iceland
	1
	1
	100%

	Malta
	1
	1
	100%

	Luxembourg
	1
	1
	100%

	Qatar
	2
	2
	100%

	Azerbaijan
	10
	8
	89%

	Austria
	10
	7
	88%

	Denmark
	6
	4
	80%

	Hong Kong SAR, China
	10
	7
	78%

	Ireland
	8
	6
	75%

	United Arab Emirates
	12
	9
	75%

	China (Mainland)
	85
	52
	72%

	Macao SAR, China
	4
	2
	67%

	Norway
	8
	4
	67%

	Latvia
	3
	2
	67%

	Australia
	37
	21
	58%

	Italy
	47
	23
	56%

	Lebanon
	9
	5
	56%

	Saudi Arabia
	22
	12
	55%

	Republic of Korea
	43
	21
	53%

	India
	52
	26
	52%



Ranked institutions from across the Arab-speaking world
	Arab Region in the QS World University Rankings 2027

	2027 Rank
	2026 Rank
	Institution
	Location

	63
	67
	KFUPM
	Saudi Arabia

	107
	143
	King Saud University
	Saudi Arabia

	109
	112
	Qatar University
	Qatar

	147
	177
	Khalifa University
	United Arab Emirates

	200
	163
	King Abdulaziz University (KAU)
	Saudi Arabia

	213
	244
	Hamad Bin Khalifa University (HBKU)
	Qatar

	217
	229
	United Arab Emirates University
	United Arab Emirates

	223
	237
	American University of Beirut (AUB)
	Lebanon

	258
	272
	American University of Sharjah
	United Arab Emirates

	283
	328
	University of Sharjah
	United Arab Emirates

	306
	334
	Sultan Qaboos University
	Oman

	326
	324
	University of Jordan
	Jordan

	348
	391
	Abu Dhabi University
	United Arab Emirates

	363
	347
	Cairo University
	Egypt

	390
	381
	The American University in Cairo
	Egypt

	397
	440
	Ajman University
	United Arab Emirates

	421
	436
	Prince Mohammad Bin Fahd University
	Saudi Arabia

	449
	461
	Jordan University of Science & Technology
	Jordan

	474
	491
	Imam Abdulrahman Bin Faisal University (IAU)
	Saudi Arabia

	477
	535
	Lebanese American University
	Lebanon

	488
	535
	Prince Sultan University
	Saudi Arabia

	514
	535
	King Khalid University
	Saudi Arabia

	537
	618
	Saint Joseph University of Beirut (USJ)
	Lebanon

	551
	542
	Ain Shams University in Cairo (ASU, Cairo)
	Egypt

	559
	558
	Al Ain University
	United Arab Emirates

	567
	648
	King Faisal University
	Saudi Arabia

	588
	595
	Zayed University
	United Arab Emirates

	608
	591
	American University of Ras Al Khaimah
	United Arab Emirates

	616
	604
	Canadian University Dubai
	United Arab Emirates

	616
	563
	American University of the Middle East
	Kuwait

	620
	678
	American University in Dubai
	United Arab Emirates

	626
	515
	Lebanese University
	Lebanon

	643
	761-770
	Al-Ahliyya Amman University
	Jordan

	655
	731-740
	Universite de Tunis El Manar
	Tunisia

	655
	613
	Applied Science University - Bahrain
	Bahrain

	670
	676
	Beirut Arab University
	Lebanon

	677
	721-730
	Prince Sattam Bin Abdulaziz University
	Saudi Arabia

	711-720
	801-850
	Ahlia University
	Bahrain

	741-750
	622
	Umm Al-Qura University
	Saudi Arabia

	761-770
	791-800
	Applied Science Private University - Jordan
	Jordan

	761-770
	771-780
	Holy Spirit University of Kaslik
	Lebanon

	781-790
	801-850
	German Jordanian University
	Jordan

	781-790
	851-900
	University of Dubai
	United Arab Emirates

	781-790
	801-850
	Qassim University
	Saudi Arabia

	791-800
	851-900
	Imam Mohammad Ibn Saud Islamic University (IMSIU)
	Saudi Arabia

	801-850
	801-850
	Alfaisal University
	Saudi Arabia

	801-850
	741-750
	University of Baghdad
	Iraq

	801-850
	
	Egypt Japan University of Science & Technology
	Egypt

	801-850
	781-790
	Alexandria University
	Egypt

	801-850
	731-740
	Princess Nourah bint Abdulrahman University
	Saudi Arabia

	851-900
	901-950
	Taif University
	Saudi Arabia

	851-900
	781-790
	Kuwait University
	Kuwait

	901-950
	851-900
	Effat University
	Saudi Arabia

	901-950
	851-900
	Yarmouk University
	Jordan

	901-950
	951-1000
	Al-Quds University
	Palestine

	901-950
	761-770
	University of Nizwa
	Oman

	901-950
	851-900
	Dhofar University
	Oman

	951-1000
	901-950
	Jouf University
	Saudi Arabia

	951-1000
	901-950
	Princess Sumaya University for Technology
	Jordan

	951-1000
	901-950
	Gulf University for Science and Technology
	Kuwait

	951-1000
	901-950
	Future University in Egypt
	Egypt

	951-1000
	951-1000
	Sohar University
	Oman

	951-1000
	951-1000
	University of Bahrain
	Bahrain

	1001-1200
	1001-1200
	An-Najah National University
	Palestine

	1001-1200
	951-1000
	University of Ha'il
	Saudi Arabia

	1001-1200
	1001-1200
	Mansoura University
	Egypt

	1001-1200
	1001-1200
	University of Tabuk
	Saudi Arabia

	1001-1200
	1001-1200
	Al-Azhar University
	Egypt

	1001-1200
	951-1000
	Al Nahrain University
	Iraq

	1001-1200
	1001-1200
	Northern Borders University
	Saudi Arabia

	1001-1200
	1001-1200
	University of Sfax
	Tunisia

	1001-1200
	1001-1200
	Mustansiriyah University
	Iraq

	1001-1200
	1001-1200
	Middle East University Jordan
	Jordan

	1001-1200
	1001-1200
	Arab Academy for Science, Technology and Maritime Transport (AASTMT)
	Egypt

	1001-1200
	1001-1200
	University of Balamand
	Lebanon

	1001-1200
	1001-1200
	Assiut University
	Egypt

	1001-1200
	1001-1200
	The Hashemite University
	Jordan

	1001-1200
	1001-1200
	Mutah University
	Jordan

	1001-1200
	1201-1400
	Islamic University of Madinah
	Saudi Arabia

	1001-1200
	1201-1400
	Universite Mohammed V de Rabat
	Morocco

	1201-1400
	1001-1200
	University of Anbar
	Iraq

	1201-1400
	1201-1400
	Al-Balqa Applied University
	Jordan

	1201-1400
	1001-1200
	German University of Technology in Oman (GUtech)
	Oman

	1201-1400
	1201-1400
	Palestine Technical University - Kadoorie
	Palestine

	1201-1400
	1001-1200
	Notre Dame University-Louaize (NDU)
	Lebanon

	1201-1400
	1201-1400
	Amman Arab University
	Jordan

	1201-1400
	1001-1200
	Islamic University of Lebanon
	Lebanon

	1201-1400
	
	National University of Science and Technology, Oman
	Oman

	1201-1400
	1201-1400
	Taibah University
	Saudi Arabia

	1201-1400
	1201-1400
	Tishk International University
	Iraq

	1201-1400
	1201-1400
	Zagazig University
	Egypt

	1201-1400
	1201-1400
	University of Khartoum
	Sudan

	1201-1400
	1201-1400
	Delta University for Science and Technology
	Egypt

	1201-1400
	1201-1400
	British University in Egypt
	Egypt

	1201-1400
	1201-1400
	Ibn Tofail University
	Morocco

	1201-1400
	1201-1400
	Universite de Sousse
	Tunisia

	1201-1400
	1201-1400
	University of Tunis
	Tunisia

	1201-1400
	1401+
	Jadara University
	Jordan

	1201-1400
	1201-1400
	Damascus University
	Syrian Arab Republic

	1201-1400
	
	A'Sharqiyah University
	Oman

	1201-1400
	1201-1400
	Beni-Suef University
	Egypt

	1201-1400
	1201-1400
	Capital University - Egypt
	Egypt

	1401+
	1201-1400
	Tanta University
	Egypt

	1401+
	1201-1400
	Zarqa University (ZU)
	Jordan

	1401+
	1201-1400
	German University in Cairo
	Egypt

	1401+
	1401+
	Benha University - Egypt
	Egypt

	1401+
	1201-1400
	University of Kerbala
	Iraq

	1401+
	1201-1400
	University of Petra
	Jordan

	1401+
	1201-1400
	University of Kufa
	Iraq
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