[image: ]
INFORMATION UNDER EMBARGO UNTIL THURSDAY 18TH JUNE AT 07:01 AM HKT
Online publication before the embargo lifts is NOT permitted. 
Publication in print editions dated 18 June 2026 is permitted.
Historic year for Hong Kong as two universities break into world top 20
#QSWUR
Driven by exceptional research strength and internationalisation, Hong Kong SAR is Asia’s most improved higher education system for the second consecutive year, with two universities in the global top 20 for the first time and four universities achieving record ranks.
London, 18th June 2026: International higher education experts QS Quacquarelli Symonds has today released the 23rd annual edition of the QS World University Rankings*. *The link will be updated with the latest results when the embargo lifts.
For the fifteenth consecutive year, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) retains the top spot. Imperial College London remains second for the third year in a row, now sharing the position with Stanford University which climbs from third. 
The results see Hong Kong SAR emerge as Asia’s most improved higher education system for the second consecutive year, and second most improved globally, among higher education systems with three or more ranked universities, with seven of its previously ranked universities climbing the table and none dropping.
University of Hong Kong (HKU) retains its highest ever rank of 11th, achieved in last year’s edition, second highest rank in Asia, behind National University of Singapore (NUS). Meanwhile, The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) climbs to 18th, its highest ever rank and marking the first time ever that two Hong Kong universities have placed in the global top 20. Additionally, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University breaks into the top 50 for the first time.
Professor Xiang Zhang, President and Vice-Chancellor of HKU, remarked: "As artificial intelligence redefines our world, the future of higher education demands more than technological adaptation—it requires anticipation. By nurturing agile minds and fostering deep interdisciplinary collaboration across the arts and sciences, HKU aims to chart new frontiers where scientific inquiry and humanistic values thrive in harmony. Ultimately, I believe that the human spirit remains the driver of progress, and HKU is poised to realise its grandest vision: to be a world-leading university transforming humanity’s future."
	Table 1: Hong Kong SAR ranked universities

	2027 Rank
	2026 Rank
	Institution

	11
	11
	The University of Hong Kong

	18
	32
	The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK)

	33
	44
	The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

	50
	54
	The Hong Kong Polytechnic University

	52
	63
	City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK)

	216
	244
	Hong Kong Baptist University

	406
	530
	The Education University of Hong Kong

	581
	701-710
	Lingnan University, Hong Kong

	781-790
	781-790
	Hong Kong Metropolitan University

	1001-1200
	0
	Hong Kong Shue Yan University



Executive summary: Hong Kong SAR
· Hong Kong SAR is Asia’s most improved higher education system for the second consecutive year, reinforcing global competitiveness. 
· For the first time, two Hong Kong universities rank in the global top 20: The University of Hong Kong and The Chinese University of Hong Kong. 
· The Hong Kong Polytechnic University entered the global top 50, giving Hong Kong four universities in this elite tier for the first time in six years.
· Hong Kong has the world’s joint-highest concentration of top 100 universities, with half its institutions ranked in this tier. 
· Hong Kong universities score nearly three times the global average for international faculty and students.
· City University of Hong Kong ranks second globally for Citations per Faculty, behind only Harvard University. 
· Four Hong Kong universities rank among the global top 50 for research Citations per Faculty, highlighting exceptional research impact. 
· International research collaboration remains a challenge, with Hong Kong universities underperforming in QS’ International Research Network indicator.
· Four universities achieve highest-ever ranks; CUHK; The Hong Kong Polytechnic University; Hong Kong Baptist University (HKBU); The Education University of Hong Kong.
QS Senior Vice President Ben Sowter said: “Hong Kong’s higher education sector is reinforcing its position as one of Asia’s most globally competitive and research-intensive systems. The latest QS results place two Hong Kong universities in the global top 20 for the first time and four in the top 50, giving the city one of the world’s highest concentrations of elite institutions relative to system size. The government is also deepening its commitment to higher education through policies aimed at strengthening Hong Kong as an international hub for post-secondary education, supported by HK$106.8 billion in education expenditure for 2024-25. Research performance remains a major differentiator, with City University of Hong Kong ranking second globally for Citations per Faculty and Hong Kong universities significantly outperforming global averages for international faculty and student representation.”
Hong Kong SAR: Overview
Hong Kong’s higher education system is among the world’s best, boasting the second highest number of top 100 universities in Asia, with five, behind Mainland China, which has six, and enjoying the world’s joint highest concentration of top 100 universities, with 50% of its institutions placing in this tier. 
This year’s ranking is the largest ever, featuring more than 1500 universities across 106 higher education systems. QS ranks 10 Hong Kong universities, one of which, Hong Kong Shue Yan University, ranks for the first time, placing in the 1001-1200 band.
	Table 2: Top Asian higher education systems by total ranked universities 

	HE System
	Total ranked
	% Up
	% Same
	% Down
	New
	Top university
	Top 20
	Top 50
	Top 100
	Top 500

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Name
	Rank
	
	
	
	

	China (Mainland)
	85
	72%
	14%
	14%
	13
	Peking University
	13
	2
	5
	6
	38

	India
	52
	52%
	18%
	30%
	2
	Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IITD)
	118
	 
	 
	 
	11

	South Korea
	43
	53%
	30%
	18%
	3
	Seoul National University
	38
	 
	2
	4
	17

	Japan
	41
	8%
	33%
	60%
	1
	The University of Tokyo
	39
	 
	1
	4
	12

	Malaysia
	32
	32%
	23%
	45%
	1
	Universiti Malaya (UM)
	56
	 
	 
	1
	10

	///
	///
	///
	///
	///
	///
	///
	///
	///
	///
	///
	///

	Hong Kong SAR, China
	10
	78%
	22%
	0%
	1
	The University of Hong Kong
	11
	2
	4
	5
	7



The QS World University Rankings are determined by an institution’s scores across nine key indicators. The below table shows Hong Kong’s top performing university in each of QS’ indicators, with strengths seen in internationalisation and research. Meanwhile, it has recorded net gains in both Academic and Employer Reputation, and Citations per Faculty. Detailed methodological information can be found here.
	Table 3: Hong Kong indicator breakdown

	Indicator
	Weight
	Up %
	Same %
	Down %
	Global avg score
	Domestic avg score
	Top university

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Name
	Indicator rank
	Overall rank

	Academic Reputation
	30%
	44%
	33%
	22%
	25.7
	53.1
	The University of Hong Kong
	26
	11

	Employer Reputation
	15%
	67%
	33%
	0%
	27
	42.4
	The University of Hong Kong
	79
	11

	Faculty Student Ratio
	10%
	44%
	11%
	44%
	33.3
	57
	City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK)
	84
	52

	Citations per Faculty
	20%
	56%
	22%
	22%
	30.9
	68.9
	City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK)
	2
	52

	International Faculty Ratio
	5%
	44%
	11%
	44%
	36.9
	98.1
	City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK)
	16
	52

	International Student Ratio
	5%
	44%
	11%
	44%
	34.1
	94.4
	City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK)
	11
	52

	International Research Network
	5%
	22%
	56%
	22%
	56.2
	48.3
	The University of Hong Kong
	227
	11

	Employment Outcomes
	5%
	33%
	33%
	33%
	31.2
	50.3
	The University of Hong Kong
	15
	11

	Sustainability
	5%
	44%
	11%
	44%
	56.4
	69
	The University of Hong Kong
	118=
	11



Hong Kong SAR in focus
· CityUHK’s second place in Citations per Faculty is the highest in Asia and only surpassed globally by Harvard University in the US. Similarly, its 16th place for International Faculty Ratio is also highest in the region. Meanwhile its 11th place in international Student Ratio is third in Asia.
· Citations per Faculty, which measures research impact, marks a strength for Hong Kong’s universities, with The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology also among the world’s top 20, placing 16th. Four Hong Kong universities place in the top 50 in this indicator, with the University of Hong Kong climbing 17 places to rank 43rd.
	Table 4: Hong Kong universities in top 50 in Citations per Faculty

	Institution
	Score
	Rank
	Change

	City University of Hong Kong (CityUHK)
	100
	2
	0

	The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
	100
	16
	-4

	The University of Hong Kong
	98.7
	43
	+17

	The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
	98.7
	44
	-3



· Despite this prowess in research, the Academic Reputation of its universities remains slightly behind regional and global competitors, with two among the top 50, The University of Hong Kong in 26th and The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) in 48th.
· Hong Kong excels in internationalisation indicators, which include International Student and Faculty Ratios. In these indicators it nearly triples global average scores. Five universities are among the world’s top 50 in International Faculty Ratio while three are in the top 50 for International Students.
	International Faculty Ratio
	International Student Ratio

	Institution
	Score
	Rank
	Change
	Institution
	Score
	Rank
	Change

	CityUHK
	100
	16
	0
	CityUHK
	100
	11
	-6

	The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
	100
	22
	+1
	Hong Kong Baptist University
	100
	26
	-4

	The University of Hong Kong
	100
	33
	-2
	The University of Hong Kong
	100
	38
	0

	The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
	100
	38
	-4
	///
	///
	///
	///

	Lingnan University, Hong Kong
	100
	34
	+4
	 
	 
	 
	 



· While Hong Kong SAR excels in international faculty and students, and produces influential research, little of this research is conducted alongside international collaborators, as evidence by its performance in QS’ International Research Network indicator. The highest ranked university in this area is The University of Hong Kong, which places 227th.
Global trends
For the fifteenth consecutive year, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) retains the top spot. Imperial College London remains second for the third year in a row, now sharing the position with Stanford University which climbs from third after placing sixth the previous year. The University of Oxford and Harvard University both remain fourth and fifth respectively.
Alongside the US and the UK, Switzerland and Singapore are the only other higher education systems featured in the top 10, ETH Zurich placing eighth, down from seventh, and National University of Singapore (NUS) placing tenth, down from eighth.
There are no new entries among the global top 10 while Yale University, The Chinese University of Hong Kong and Johns Hopkins University break into the top 20, ranking 16th, 18th and 20th respectively.
The United States is the most represented higher education system, with 184 ranked universities, followed by the UK with 93 and Mainland China with 85. Mainland China sees the most new institutions ranked, adding 13, followed by Germany which adds 11 and Spain with 10.
	Table 5: Global top 10

	2027 Rank
	2026 Rank
	Institution
	Location

	1
	1
	Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)
	United States of America

	2
	3
	Stanford University
	United States of America

	2
	2
	Imperial College London
	United Kingdom

	4
	4
	University of Oxford
	United Kingdom

	5
	5
	Harvard University
	United States of America

	6
	6
	University of Cambridge
	United Kingdom

	7
	10
	California Institute of Technology (Caltech)
	United States of America

	8
	9
	UCL
	United Kingdom

	8
	7
	ETH Zurich
	Switzerland

	10
	8
	National University of Singapore (NUS)
	Singapore



Regional highlights
In Australia, University of New South Wales claims the national top spot for the first time. Overall, 58% of the Australian higher education system’s 37 ranked institutions have improved, with particularly strong performances in indicators measuring reputation among academics and employers. With University of the Sunshine Coast re-entering the rankings for the first time since 2025, Australia now has the highest number of entries it has ever achieved in the QS World University Rankings.  
With 13 debutants among its 85 ranked universities, Mainland China records the highest number of new entries this year, while 26 institutions achieve historic highs. Improvements in areas such as Citations per Faculty, Employer Reputation, and Academic Reputation have strengthened the region’s performance in the latest rankings.  
This year’s QS World University Rankings feature 1,500 universities across 106 higher education systems. The analysis accounted for: 
· 21 million research papers 
· 222 million citations 
· 1.6 million academic survey responses 
· Data from 8,808 institutions 
· Insights from 121,024 academic and 69,432 employers
-Ends-    
Detailed methodological information can be found at https://www.topuniversities.com/world-university-rankings/methodology.           
The full QS World University Rankings will be published when the embargo lifts and will be available at  https://www.topuniversities.com/world-university-rankings       
For further information or to request interviews with QS’ analysts, please contact:            
Simona Bizzozero                 
Director of Communications, QS                 
simona@qs.com | +44 (0) 7880 620856 | LinkedIn        
Will Barbieri          
Communications Manager          
William.barbieri@qs.com

Notes for Editors        
QS Quacquarelli Symonds is the world’s leading provider of services, analytics, and insight to the global higher education sector, whose mission is to empower motivated people anywhere in the world to fulfil their potential through educational achievement, international mobility, and career development.
The QS World University Rankings portfolio, inaugurated in 2004, is the world’s most popular source of comparative data about university performance. Their flagship website www.TopUniversities.com – the home of their rankings – was viewed more than 120 million times in 2024, and over 135,000 media clippings pertaining to, or mentioning, QS were published by media outlets across the world in 2025. 
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