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QS World University Rankings 2027
Taiwan breaks records as four universities place in top 200 and NTU achieves highest ever rank
#QSWUR
Taiwan’s latest QS results represent a landmark achievement for the sector, with four universities ranked in the global top 200 for the first time while National Taiwan University achieves the highest position ever recorded by a Taiwanese university, underscoring the impact of sustained research investment and a growing policy focus on workforce development.
	4
universities in the global top 200 for the first time ever
	54th
NTU’s highest ever rank, and 17th in Asia
	27
Taiwanese universities ranked, the most ever



London, 18 June 2026: International higher education experts QS Quacquarelli Symonds has today released the 23rd annual edition of the QS World University Rankings. The link will be updated with the latest results when the embargo lifts.
Globally, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) retains the top spot for the fifteenth consecutive year, with Imperial College London and Stanford University sharing second.
The results see all four of Taiwan’s highest ranked universities achieve record ranks, including its leading institution, National Taiwan University (NTU), which climbs from 63rd to 54th, the highest rank ever recorded by a Taiwanese university, and rises to 17th in Asia from 19th the year before.
NTU is followed by National Tsing Hua University (NTHU), which climbs 34 positions into the top 150, and National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University (NYCU Taiwan) in 177th. National Cheng Kung University (NCKU) then breaks into the top 200 for the first time, placing 191st, taking the number of Taiwanese universities in the global top 200 to four, a record.
	Table 1. Taiwanese universities in the QS World University Rankings 2027

	2027 Rank
	2026 Rank
	Change
	Institution

	54
	63
	+9
	National Taiwan University (NTU)

	142
	176
	+34
	National Tsing Hua University (NTHU)

	177
	199
	+22
	National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University (NYCU Taiwan)

	191
	203
	+12
	National Cheng Kung University (NCKU)

	379
	345
	-34
	National Taiwan University of Science and Technology (Taiwan Tech)

	423
	435
	+12
	National Taiwan Normal University (NTNU)

	438
	439
	+1
	National Sun Yat-sen University (NSYSU)

	494
	420
	-74
	National Taipei University of Technology

	515
	509
	-6
	China Medical University

	608
	597
	-11
	Taipei Medical University (TMU)

	613
	604
	-9
	National Chengchi University

	634
	628
	-6
	National Chung Hsing University

	649
	711-720
	+53
	Asia University Taiwan

	659
	587
	-72
	National Central University

	662
	668
	+6
	Chang Gung University

	901-950
	761-770
	-6
	Kaohsiung Medical University

	1001-1200
	951-1000
	-1
	National Chung Cheng University

	1001-1200
	1001-1200
	0
	Yuan Ze University

	1201-1400
	1001-1200
	-1
	Chung Yuan Christian University

	1201-1400
	1201-1400
	0
	Fu Jen Catholic University

	1201-1400
	1401+
	+1
	National Taipei University

	1201-1400
	1201-1400
	0
	National Taiwan Ocean University

	1201-1400
	1201-1400
	0
	Tamkang University

	1201-1400
	1201-1400
	0
	Tunghai University

	1401+
	1201-1400
	-1
	Feng Chia University

	1401+
	1201-1400
	-1
	National Chinyi University of Technology

	1401+
	1201-1400
	-1
	National Dong Hwa University


©QS Quacquarelli Symonds 2004-2026 TopUniversities.com. Change reflects movement in underlying rank. Institutions sharing a band (for example 1001-1200) are shown as ranges.
Executive summary: Taiwan
1. Taiwan records historic breakthroughs, placing four universities in the global top 200 for the first time ever.
1. National Taiwan University reaches a record high, climbing to 54th globally and 17th in Asia.
1. Strong upward momentum at the top end, with Taiwan’s four leading universities all achieving record positions.
1. Competitiveness strengthens at the top of the table, even as movement across the wider system remains uneven, with gains aligned to research intensity and to innovation and skills policy.
1. Employability emerges as a clear differentiator, with NTU ranked 10th globally for Employment Outcomes and strong regional standing.
1. Research impact remains a standout strength, led by China Medical University’s top 10 global ranking in Citations per Faculty.
1. Underlying volatility persists, as more Taiwanese universities decline than rise overall, signalling uneven performance beyond elite institutions.
QS Senior Vice President Ben Sowter said: “Taiwan’s latest QS results reflect the interaction between sustained research investment and a growing policy emphasis on strategic workforce development. Taiwan continues to rank among the world’s most research-intensive economies, with gross domestic expenditure on R&D exceeding 3.9% of GDP according to the OECD, while recent policy initiatives have expanded support for semiconductor, AI and advanced manufacturing talent development in partnership with universities. Against this backdrop, National Taiwan University’s historic rise to 54th globally in the QS World University Rankings 2027, and the presence of four Taiwanese institutions in the global top 200 for the first time, illustrate how university performance is increasingly intertwined with innovation and skills policy priorities.”
Taiwan: Overview
While Taiwan achieves historic success at the top of the table, more of its universities have fallen than risen in this edition, with most of the declines concentrated lower down the table. QS ranks 27 Taiwanese universities: nine rise, 13 drop and five hold steady. The result is a net decline, with four more universities falling than rising, around 15% of those ranked.
	Table 2. Top Asian higher education systems by total ranked universities

	HE System
	Total ranked
	% Up
	% Same
	% Down
	New
	Top university
	Top 20
	Top 50
	Top 100
	Top 500

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Name
	Rank
	
	
	
	

	China (Mainland)
	85
	72%
	14%
	14%
	13
	Peking University
	13
	2
	5
	6
	38

	India
	52
	52%
	18%
	30%
	2
	Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IITD)
	118
	 
	 
	 
	11

	South Korea
	43
	53%
	30%
	18%
	3
	Seoul National University
	38
	 
	2
	4
	17

	Japan
	41
	8%
	33%
	60%
	1
	The University of Tokyo
	39
	 
	1
	4
	12

	Malaysia
	32
	32%
	23%
	45%
	1
	Universiti Malaya (UM)
	56
	 
	 
	1
	10

	Taiwan
	27
	33%
	19%
	48%
	0
	National Taiwan University (NTU)
	54
	 
	1 
	8	Comment by Joyce Zhu: @Simona Bizzozero Hi Simona, the number here should be 1 in 'Top 50' and 8 in 'Top 100'
	


Percentages may not sum to 100 due to rounding.
The QS World University Rankings are determined by an institution’s scores across nine key indicators. The table below shows Taiwan’s top performing university in each of QS’ indicators, with strengths seen in research, employability and Sustainability. Meanwhile, it has recorded net gains in Citations per Faculty, International Student Ratio, Employment Outcomes and Sustainability. Detailed methodological information can be found here.
	Table 3. Taiwan breakdown by indicator

	Indicator
	Weight
	Up
	Same
	Down
	Global avg score
	Domestic avg score
	Top university

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Name
	Indicator Rank
	Overall Rank

	Academic Reputation
	30%
	4%
	59%
	37%
	25.7
	23.7
	National Taiwan University (NTU)
	38
	54

	Employer Reputation
	15%
	19%
	59%
	22%
	27
	27.1
	National Taiwan University (NTU)
	64
	54

	Faculty Student Ratio
	10%
	22%
	48%
	30%
	33.3
	27.9
	Taipei Medical University (TMU)
	85
	608

	Citations per Faculty
	20%
	37%
	41%
	22%
	30.9
	35.4
	China Medical University
	8
	515

	International Faculty Ratio
	5%
	11%
	52%
	37%
	36.9
	15.8
	National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University (NYCU Taiwan)
	555
	177

	International Student Ratio
	5%
	33%
	41%
	26%
	34.1
	21.6
	National Taiwan University (NTU)
	290
	54

	International Research Network
	5%
	0%
	81%
	19%
	56.2
	32.3
	China Medical University
	426
	515

	Employment Outcomes
	5%
	37%
	41%
	22%
	31.2
	28.9
	National Taiwan University (NTU)
	10
	54

	Sustainability
	5%
	63%
	11%
	26%
	56.4
	61.8
	National Taiwan University (NTU)
	72=
	54


Taiwan in focus
1. NTU achieves the highest rank ever recorded by a Taiwanese university, climbing nine places to 54th. It has improved in Faculty Student Ratio (451st), Citations per Faculty (158th), International Student Ratio (290th), Employment Outcomes (10th) and Sustainability (72nd).
1. China Medical University’s eighth place in Citations per Faculty is the fourth highest in Asia. This indicator represents a strength, with most Taiwanese universities climbing the table, while its average score surpasses the global average.
1. Employment Outcomes marks a strength for Taiwan, with two universities in the global top 100 in this indicator, including NTU in 10th and National Chengchi University in 65th, making them Asia’s third and ninth highest ranked in this indicator. This is also one of the indicators in which more Taiwanese universities rise than drop, suggesting that Taiwanese universities produce skilled and work-ready graduates and nurture high quality career opportunities through industry partnerships, reflective of Taiwan’s burgeoning and globally connected tech sector.
1. However, the workplace impact of its graduates does not appear to have yet translated to international employer reputation, in which only one university is among the top 100 and the majority have dropped.
1. Taiwan’s representation has grown rapidly in recent years. In 2017, 15 Taiwanese universities featured, nearly doubling to 27 in 2027. While NTU has remained Taiwan’s sole top 100 university, it has grown its top 200 representation from three in 2017 to four in 2027, its highest tally ever.
1. National Cheng Kung University (NCKU) rises to 191st, breaking into the top 200 on the back of gains across Faculty Student Ratio (512th), Citations per Faculty (393rd), International Student Ratio (645th), Employment Outcomes (284th) and Sustainability (141st).
1. Asia University Taiwan is the most improved university. It rises 53 places to 649th, driven by gains in Citations per Faculty, in which it places 117th, and Sustainability, in which it rises to 618th.
Global trends
For the fifteenth consecutive year, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) retains the top spot. Imperial College London remains second for the third year in a row, now sharing the position with Stanford University which climbs from third after placing sixth the previous year. The University of Oxford and Harvard University both remain fourth and fifth respectively.
Alongside the US and the UK, Switzerland and Singapore are the only other higher education systems featured in the top 10, ETH Zurich placing eighth, down from seventh, and National University of Singapore (NUS) placing tenth, down from eighth.
There are no new entries among the global top 10 while Yale University, The Chinese University of Hong Kong and Johns Hopkins University break into the top 20, ranking 16th, 18th and 20th respectively.
The United States is the most represented higher education system, with 184 ranked universities, followed by the UK with 93 and Mainland China with 85. Mainland China sees the most new institutions ranked, adding 13, followed by Germany which adds 11 and Spain with 10.
	Table 4. Global top 10

	2027 Rank
	2026 Rank
	Institution
	Location

	1
	1
	Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)
	United States of America

	2
	3
	Stanford University
	United States of America

	2
	2
	Imperial College London
	United Kingdom

	4
	4
	University of Oxford
	United Kingdom

	5
	5
	Harvard University
	United States of America

	6
	6
	University of Cambridge
	United Kingdom

	7
	10
	California Institute of Technology (Caltech)
	United States of America

	8
	9
	UCL
	United Kingdom

	8
	7
	ETH Zurich
	Switzerland

	10
	8
	National University of Singapore (NUS)
	Singapore


Regional highlights
1. In Australia, the University of New South Wales becomes Australia’s top-ranked university for the first time. Overall, 58% of the Australian higher education system’s 37 ranked institutions have improved, with particularly strong performances in indicators measuring reputation among academics and employers. With University of the Sunshine Coast re-entering the rankings for the first time since 2025, Australia now has the highest number of entries it has ever achieved in the QS World University Rankings.
1. Hong Kong SAR emerges as Asia’s most improved higher education system for the second consecutive year, and the second most improved globally among systems with three or more ranked universities. Seven of its previously ranked institutions climb the table. Its leading institution, The University of Hong Kong, retains its record-high position of 11th, first achieved in last year’s edition. Meanwhile, The Chinese University of Hong Kong rises to 18th, its highest-ever rank, marking the first time that two Hong Kong universities have placed in the global top 20.
1. With 13 debutants among its 85 ranked universities, Mainland China records the highest number of new entries this year, while 26 institutions achieve historic highs. Improvements in areas such as Citations per Faculty, Employer Reputation, and Academic Reputation have strengthened the region’s performance in the latest rankings.
This year’s QS World University Rankings feature 1,500 universities across 106 higher education systems. The analysis accounted for:
1. 21 million research papers
1. 222 million citations
1. 1.6 million academic survey responses
1. Data from 8,808 institutions
1. Insights from 121,024 academics and 69,432 employers
- Ends -
Detailed methodological information can be found at topuniversities.com/world-university-rankings/methodology.
The full QS World University Rankings will be published when the embargo lifts and will be available at topuniversities.com/world-university-rankings.
For further information or to request interviews with QS’ analysts, please contact:
Simona Bizzozero
Director of Communications, QS
simona@qs.com  |  +44 (0) 7880 620856  |  LinkedIn
Will Barbieri
Communications Manager, QS
william.barbieri@qs.com
Notes for Editors
QS Quacquarelli Symonds is the world’s leading provider of services, analytics, and insight to the global higher education sector, whose mission is to empower motivated people anywhere in the world to fulfil their potential through educational achievement, international mobility, and career development.
The QS World University Rankings portfolio, inaugurated in 2004, is the world’s most popular source of comparative data about university performance. Their flagship website TopUniversities.com – the home of their rankings – was viewed more than 120 million times in 2024, and over 135,000 media clippings pertaining to, or mentioning, QS were published by media outlets across the world in 2025.
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